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Section One
Plan Summary
1.0 PLAN SUMMARY
The City of West Springfield is a suburban community with small town charm, great natural
character, recreational resources and close-knit community located in the Connecticut River
Valley. West Springfield is surrounded by the urban, transportation and population centers of
Western Massachusetts. Its location offers residents the benefits of small town living while still
being convenient to job opportunities, transportation, entertainment, and recreation. These
desirable attributes of West Springfield have led to increased pressure to develop the remaining
open land for housing, placing a heavier burden upon the City for additional services especially
for youth and older adults to learn, grow and recreate. As the remaining open space in City
decreases, the desire to maintain the existing open space areas which define the natural character
has increased. In order to protect and maintain the resources which West Springfield’s citizen’s
value, this Open Space and Recreation Plan update will lay the ground work for future open
space and recreational facilities and opportunities.
This Open Space and Recreation Plan Update, begun in the winter of 2015, has compiled the
findings of an appointed Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee and the general
public via a public outreach session on April 30, 2015 at the West Springfield Senior Center and
a survey distributed throughout the City and online.
This extended planning process resulted in the identification of the following goals:
2015 Goals:
• Reduce loss of open space due to new development
•

Improve existing recreational facilities to provide secure and safe recreational
opportunities for all residents

•

Improve Mittineague Park to provide open space and a recreational space for
everyone

•

Protect Bear Hole Watershed as passive recreation space

•

Obtain land and create public/private partnerships in areas identified on the Park
Equity Map as lacking open space and recreational opportunities

•

Protect, maintain, and enhance existing natural and scenic resources

•

Provide visual and physical access to water resources

•

Establish a policy for open space acquisition

•

Recognize, preserve, and protect the value of open space

•

Farmland preservation and community garden creation

This Open Space and Recreation Plan update responds to the community's input related to open
space and recreation needs in West Springfield. The following plan presents:
•
•

•
•

•
•

an analysis of historic, cultural and natural resources that contribute to the character of
and recreational opportunities in the City;
a means to identify, protect and enhance the quality of surface and ground water for
municipal drinking water, wildlife and recreation uses, open space, conservation, and
recreational goals and objectives for the City;
identification of open space, conservation and recreation needs based upon national
standards, state goals, and community visioning sessions;
goals and objectives related to resource protection, conservation, open space, recreation
and accessibility for all to enjoy conservation/recreation lands regardless of age,
income, race or handicap;
a handicapped accessibility assessment; and
A seven-year action plan.

Section Two
Introduction
2.0 INTRODUCTION
2. A Statement of Purpose
West Springfield’s natural character, recreational resources, and close-knit community
atmosphere defines the city. The City will strive to preserve, enhance, and enlarge existing open
space for the benefit of our community through private public partnership using all available
means including Community Preservation Act funds. In order to protect and maintain the
resources which West Springfield’s citizen’s value, this Open Space and Recreation Plan update
will lay the ground work for future open space and recreational facilities and opportunities.
We seek to improve recreational opportunities through proper facility maintenance and program
management, while seeking opportunities to improve facilities, programming and properties
dedicated to open space and recreation. Recognizing West Springfield’s unique natural setting
including two major rivers, riparian corridors, abundance of wetlands, riparian corridors and
unique geology, efforts will be made to accentuate these features to give the community’s
greatest asset, its people, access, understanding, programming and facilities that will perpetuate
our close community as a good place to raise a family providing active and passive recreational
opportunities to our existing and new cultures. At every avenue West Springfield will build
public and private partnerships, seek grant funding, and capitalize on volunteerism of our
resident’s willingness to help one another in supporting the goal of providing quality open space
and recreational lands, facilities, and programming.

2. B Planning Process and Public Participation
The goals included in this Open Space and Recreation Plan were developed through public input
from both the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee and the citizens who attended the
public outreach session. The Open Space Committee included representatives from the City
Council, Planning Board, Parks & Recreation Commission, Conservation Commission,
Historical Commission, School Athletic Department, Chamber of Commerce, Environmental
Committee, Tree Committee, and members of the public. Once a draft plan was written, there
was a public hearing held at a joint Planning Board and Board of Health meeting with the goal of
obtaining further comments from the public.

The 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee:
Chairman George Kelly
Vice-Chair John Weiss
Bev Browne
Al Howard
Maryellen Hammond

Mary Anne O’Connor
Julie Schlobohn
Dori Hayes
Glenn Doulette

2. B.1. Public Participation
An outreach session was held on April 30, 2015 at the Senior Center, which is located within one
of the major environmental justice neighborhoods in West Springfield. The topics during this
session included a mapping exercise where people identified where they live, work and recreate,
and a general citizen speak out where people were able to express what they believed was needed
for the future of open space and recreation in West Springfield. A survey was created, distributed
through the City’s website and social media sites, as well as in paper form. There were 98
responses to the survey. (See Section 14 for detailed survey results.) The Open Space and
Recreation Plan Update Committee held a total of 6 meetings, where the public was welcome to
share their thoughts at each meeting. Also during the Committee meetings, a mapping exercise
where attendees were able to pin on a regional map where they recreate. Another mapping
exercise was held, where scenic and unique views were discussed and shown pictorially (See
Section 11 for more information about these specific public participation processes.)

2. B.2. Enhanced Outreach and Public Participation
West Springfield has 3 environmental justice communities; they are located in the Merrick
Memorial Neighborhood, Mittineague Park Neighborhood, and the neighborhoods surrounding
Interstate 91. These environmental justice communities are areas of a higher incidence of low
income, minority populations, and English isolation populations. In order to invite participation
in the planning process from Environmental Justice communities, notifications about the public
visioning session and survey were posted extensively in these areas, including at the library, the
Senior Center, several small markets and shops, as well as advertised in the Town’s paper, The
Record. In addition, the public visioning session mentioned above was held within one of the
environmental justice neighborhoods to provide easier access.

Section Three
Community Setting
3.0 COMMUNITY SETTING
3. A Regional Context
3. A.1. Location and Physical Context
West Springfield lies within the urban, transportation, and population core of western
Massachusetts (See Regional Context Map in Section 12) Located west of the City of
Springfield across the Connecticut River, West Springfield retains a unique identity from
its more urban neighbor. The community lies within the Connecticut River and Westfield
River watersheds. The Connecticut River forms the eastern boundary between West
Springfield and the cities of Springfield and Chicopee. The Westfield River forms the
southern boundary with the Town of Agawam. East Mountain demarks the western
boundary with Westfield and Holyoke bounds the City along its northern border running
in a straight line between East Mountain and the Connecticut River.
West Springfield, which occupies approximately 17.5 square miles (11,233 acres), has a
natural landscape that includes hills, streams, wetlands, and wildlife habitats. The
physical features of West Springfield include heavily forested, hilly areas in the Bear
Hole watershed which is located in the northwestern portion of the City, Mittineague
Park, and open flood plains located along the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers that
border the City on the east and south, respectively. Public access to these rivers is
currently limited. Several streams meander across West Springfield and flow into the
Connecticut and Westfield Rivers.
West Springfield is located approximately 90 miles from Boston, 50 miles from
Worcester, 25 miles from Hartford, within 90 miles of Albany, New York and 135 miles
of New York City. The City is regionally connected through several major highways,
which traverse the City. State Route 5 runs north-south along the eastern portion of the
City, State Route 20 runs east-west along the south, Interstate 91 crosses the northeastern
corner and Interstate 90 runs east-west across the northern third of the community. The
City also has a major intermodal rail facility and supports the major CSX rail line
between Albany, NY and Boston, MA. While this rail line provides many benefits in
terms of economic activity, it also represents a physical barrier within some open space
and recreation areas and between neighborhoods.
West Springfield is also home to The Eastern States Exposition or “The Big E” which is
the 5th largest fair in the United States. Over 1.5 million visitors attend “The Big E”
annually during its 17-day long fair. The attendance numbers continue to rise on a yearly

basis. The presence of the Big E provides unique recreational as well as potential
partnership opportunities.
Two of West Springfield’s passive recreation areas, Mittineague Park and Bear Hole
Watershed area, share borders with neighboring communities. Mittineague Park shares a
border with Agawam and Bear Hole Watershed area shares a border with Westfield and
Holyoke. The sharing of borders allows West Springfield residents the opportunity to
hike longer trails and connect to trails in Holyoke and Westfield.
See Section 12 for Regional Context Map.

3. A.2. Regional Cooperation
PVPC and other organizations have produced or participated in several regional planning
studies related to open space, recreation, and conservation, within areas of West
Springfield. These studies include:
Friends of Parks and Recreation of West Springfield
The Friends of West Springfield Park & Recreation (FOPAR) is a group of community
volunteers dedicated to assisting the West Springfield Park & Recreation Department in
the development, maintenance, and operation of the department's programs and facilities,
where needed; and to provide financial assistance for the development, and upgrading of
recreational programs, equipment, and facilities that will continue to make West
Springfield a friendly, safe, and fun place to enjoy both active and passive recreational
activities.
Connecticut River 2020 Strategy
Major points within this plan which West Springfield remains proactive toward their
completion include: develop a Riverfront Park; develop a Connecticut Riverwalk and
spur trails. Two other major points within the plan that have been completed are the
development of canoe launch facilities on the Westfield River above and below the
Strathmore Dam.
Westfield River Greenway Plan
Major points within this plan which pertain to West Springfield include: water quality
clean-up to abate the existing combined sewer overflows into the River, riverbank
beautification to clean-up trash and litter; establish local river protection ordinances,
selected land acquisition, and access improvements for the lower main stem. West
Springfield has taken many steps to meet the goals of this plan including elimination of
Combined Sewer Overflows, and promoting the addition of a fish ladder at the
Strathmore Dam.

Private and public conservation organizations and programs are also instrumental in
preserving land within the region. Conservation activities within the West Springfield
region include:
The Westfield River Watershed Association (WRWA)
The Westfield River Watershed Association is a non-profit organization established in
1952 to protect and improve the natural resources of and to expand recreational
opportunities in the Westfield River Watershed. The WRWA is involved in several
ongoing activities including: implementing the Westfield River Greenway Plan, offering
educational programs on the ecology and recreational opportunities of the River,
monitoring water quality, and supporting the Atlantic Salmon Restoration Program. In
addition, the Westfield River Watershed Association has sponsored the well-attended
Westfield River Symposium for the past twenty years.
Connecticut River Watershed Council, Inc
The Connecticut River Watershed Council, which was founded in 1952, is a citizen
advocacy group for the environmental and economic well-being of the Connecticut River.
The five tenets of the Connecticut River Watershed Council are education, partnership,
advocacy, stewardship and research. The Council has protected over 7,500 acres
throughout the Connecticut River watershed through its Land Conservancy Program and
has helped establish the Connecticut River Watch Program.
Silvio O. Conte National Wildlife Refuge
The Silvio O. Conte National Wildlife Refuge, which is part of the U.S. Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, was created to conserve, protect and enhance the Connecticut
River watershed populations and natural diversity and abundance of native species of
plants, fish and wildlife, protect endangered or threatened species, restore and maintain
the integrity of wetlands and other waters within the watershed, and to provide
educational and recreational opportunities within the 7.2 million acre watershed of the
River.
Winding River Land Conservancy, Inc.
Winding River Land Conservancy, Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c) 3 organization that
preserves and protects natural open space and farmland in Western Hampden County for
present and future generations. The Conservancy owns approximately 22 acres of land
within West Springfield.
http://windingrivelc.businesscatalyst.com/home

The Trustees of Reservations
The Trustees of Reservations preserve, for public use and enjoyment, properties of
exceptional scenic, historic, and ecological value in Massachusetts
http://www.thetrustees.org/about-us/our-mission/
Massachusetts Audubon
Mass Audubon works to protect the nature of Massachusetts for people and wildlife.
Together with more than 100,000 members, they care for 34,000 acres of conservation
land, provide educational programs for 225,000 children and adults annually, and
advocate for sound environmental policies at local, state, and federal levels. Mass
Audubon has recently completed a Bear Hole watershed Vision Plan for West
Springfield.
www.massaudubon.org
The Springfield Naturalists Club
The Naturalist Club was founded in 1969 for the purpose of actively promoting
knowledge, appreciation, and preservation of our natural environment. It is an allvolunteer, non-profit organization.
http://www.naturalist-club.org/default.html
The Appalachian Mountain Club
The Appalachian Mountain Club promotes the protection, enjoyment, and understanding
of the mountains, forests, waters, and trails of the Appalachian region. It is AMC’s belief
that these resources have intrinsic worth and provide recreational opportunities, spiritual
renewal, and ecological and economic health for the region. “Because successful
conservation depends on active engagement with the outdoors, we encourage people to
experience, learn about, and appreciate the natural world.” The National Scenic Trail,
which runs through the Bear Hole watershed area, has been maintained and has been
updated in the past several years.
http://www.outdoors.org/about/mission.cfm
The West Springfield Environmental Committee
A group that works diligently to preserve West Springfield's natural resources,
welcoming individuals to make a difference with protecting and enhancing the
environmental resources in their own backyard. The Environmental Committee has no
affiliation with city or state government, but often works closely with city officials to
ensure that recreational and open space issues are addressed. They host an array of events
to promote public awareness and appreciation of the local natural history and
environment from nature walks, birding walks, recreational hikes, historical events to
clean-ups and environmental research.
http://wsenvironmentalcommittee.org/default.aspx

3. B History of the Community
3. B.1 Agriculture
West Springfield began as a farming community. Farming continued to be an important
part of the City's economy long after many communities had given up farming. The
reason for the continuation of farming was the location of West Springfield at the
confluence of three major rivers: the Westfield, the Chicopee, and more importantly, the
Connecticut. The flood plain of the Connecticut was extremely well-suited to farming, as
it provided ideal soil conditions.
Initially nearly all residents of West Springfield were farmers with no specialization.
There was a wide diversity of crops produced; corn, rye, tobacco, turnip, potatoes, apples,
pumpkins, and oats were just part of the harvest.
As agricultural production declined during the beginning of the twentieth century,
concerns for its survival began to be heard. Joshua L. Brooks, a Springfield businessman,
realized the severity of the problem. He contacted wealthy and influential people
throughout New England in order to purchase land for an exhibition area. This area was
to be a showcase for modern farming methods. The purpose of the exposition was to help
farmers produce more and to lower their costs through cooperative arrangements. Mr.
Brooks secured funds and purchased land on the oxbow of the Westfield River in West
Springfield along what is now Memorial Avenue.
The first Eastern States Exposition was held in the autumn of 1916. The exposition (also
known as the Big E) was a success and grew quickly from year to year, adding building
after building. Among the buildings was one for each state in New England. With nearly
75 permanent buildings and a more diversified focus (agriculture, business, industry, and
recreation), Mr. Brook's idea ninety nine years ago has become an enormous success.
Even today agricultural business is still a strong part of the City. Agri-Mark, a milk
cooperative, which has been doing business in West Springfield since the 1930s at a
production facility located at the intersection of State Route 5 and Interstate 91, expanded
its operations as it became a part of the Cabot Creamery and McCadam Cheese
cooperatives. Agri-Mark utilizes new technologies for the processing of milk for cheese,
butter and other milk products.

3. B.2 Industry
Another other major non-residential use of land in West Springfield has been industrial
production, developing as a subsidiary to agriculture. Mills along the river, such as grist
mills, saw mills, and tanneries, were among the first industries in the City. Products, such
as men's hats, metal pipes, and brandy, were produced later. Water power was important
not only for the mills, but to produce electric power. The first dam was built by the

Hadley Falls Company in the 1830's. The most important industry in West Springfield in
the nineteenth century, however, was paper.
The first paper company built in the City was the Southworth Paper Company. These
facilities are occupied today. Other paper companies that operated in the community at
one time or another included the Agawam Paper Company, the Worthy Paper Company,
Springfield Glazed Paper, and the Strathmore Paper Company.
During the nineteenth century the railroad became a significant user of land. By 1841 the
railroad ran from Boston to Albany and it grew tremendously during the latter half of the
nineteenth century. In 1886 the railroad built repair shops in the southeastern section of
West Springfield and enlarged them in 1915. By 1938, the railroad employed some 700
men and women, had 45 miles of track and a capacity of 1,700 cars within West
Springfield. The railroad obviously had a large impact upon the community in general,
and the Memorial and Merrick sections in particular. The impact of the railroad declined
greatly after WW II as diesel engines cut the repair workload, and trucking later took
over a great deal of the freight business.
Prior to construction of the Interstate Highway System, West Springfield was serviced by
two main routes, Route 5 and Route 20. Route 5 runs north-south along the Connecticut
River, and Route 20 runs east-west along the southern section of the City, near the
Westfield River. These routes continue to serve as support for local industry today,
conveniently connecting trucks to the Interstate highways.

3. B.3 Real Estate Development
The physical features of West Springfield include heavily forested, hilly areas in the Bear
Hole watershed area, which is located in the northwestern portion of the City, and open
flood plains located along the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers that border the City on
the east and south, respectively. A fertile, open flood plain at the junction of these two
rivers provided the right conditions for agricultural development. In the l650s, farmers
moved to the west side of the Connecticut River and built homes on the rich farmland
along the riverbank from what is now called the Merrick neighborhood north to the Town
Common.
In the 1700s mills began to utilize the two rivers, and in the 1800s the railroad was
constructed creating new opportunities for jobs in industry. These jobs drew even more
people to the Merrick and Memorial neighborhoods. Residents also started to develop the
neighborhoods of Mittineague and Tatham, south of Route 20. Residential development
continued to grow primarily in these neighborhoods through the 1950s. Residential
developments also extended along Route 5, which along with Route 20, were the major
highways through the City prior to the construction of Interstates 90 and 91.

More recently, residential development has extended into the northern and western areas
of West Springfield. As car usage has become more widespread, residents began to move
into the further reaches of the City. A majority of the City's population, however,
continues to reside in the older neighborhoods of Merrick, Memorial, Riverdale,
Mittineague, and Tatham.

3. B.4 Historic and Cultural Resources
A 1987 survey of "Historic Resources of West Springfield, Massachusetts" identified 300
individual buildings and sites or structures, which possess significant historical and/or
cultural properties. The survey directed by the West Springfield Historical Commission
also received the aid of New England Historical Services Inc. and community volunteers.
Data collected for each listing is filed in a three volume set entitled "Historical Resources
of West Springfield, Massachusetts." Periods represented in the survey include, early
colonial, federal, early industrial, late industrial, and early modern periods.
The historically and culturally important resources in the City include the Josiah Day
House, which is reportedly the oldest all-brick "saltbox" in New England and is listed on
the State and National Historic Registers. There are also two local historic districts listed
in the National Register. These are the Broadway Historic District on Park Street and the
Town Common, and the White Church Historic District on Elm Street.
The Town Common has been significant to the City since it was established in the 1600s.
The City's first meeting house, schoolhouse and Town Hall were all built on the
Common. Minutemen and local troops trained there and Captain Luke Day trained troops
there in 1786 in support of Daniel Shays and the Shays' Rebellion. The Common is now
used for local festivals and farm markets and remains a reminder of the City's past.
Among the historic resources located within the City are significant colonial buildings
which have been moved from places around New England to create Storrowton Village
on the grounds of the Eastern States Exhibition. Other historical buildings that are
associated with the City's early industrial development include a factory complex on
Front Street, railroad station, commercial structure and workers' housing located in the
Merrick and Memorial areas of the City.

3. C Population Characteristics
3. C.1 Population Trends
According to the 2010 Census, West Springfield's population is 28,391 people, resulting
in a population density of 1,622 residents per square mile. According to detailed
population tables 23.5% of the City's population is less than 19; 20% between the ages of
20 and 34; 35.5% between the ages of 35 and 59; and 21% percent over the age of 60.
The largest age group is those aged 45 to 49. This diverse population mix has increased
the need for a variety of open space and recreational resources to serve all age groups.

3. C.2 Households
According to the 2010 Census, there are 12,124 households in West Springfield. The
average household size, according to the 2010 census, is 2.33 persons, with a median
household income at $53,962 (2013 ACS 3-year estimates). The majority of households
(58.7%) consist of family households, with nonfamily households at 41.3%, female head
of household at 21.4% and male head of household at 19.9%.

3. C.3 Environmental Justice Populations
The Merrick and Memorial Sections comprise 12% of all land within West Springfield
but holds 25% of the entire population. This densely populated area also contains
Environmental Justice populations, including income, minority populations, and foreign
languages spoken. Of the 5,681 people who reside in this area, 29.5% are under the age
of 20. Other environmental justice populations in West Springfield include the
Mittineague area, and the neighborhoods surrounding Interstate 91 and Route 5.

3. C.4 Employment Trends
West Springfield has a diverse range of employment centers that include the Riverdale
corridor, the Memorial Corridor, the Interstate Drive Industrial Park, downtown, and the
Merrick-Memorial industrial area. A mix of commercial trade, services, and some
manufacturing are the major trades within these commercial and industrial areas. Most of
the commercial and industrial activity is located within the eastern portion of the City,
with a concentration in the southeastern area. The number of employers with employees
rose slightly from 2000 to 2010, with 1,091 in 2000 and 1,202 in 2010. (Data source:
DETMA). According to the US Census, the total labor force in West Springfield was
14,451 in 2000 which slightly rose to 14,669 in 2010.

3. D Growth and Development Patterns
3. D.1 Patterns and trends
West Springfield began as a farming community. In the early 1950’s the City was mainly
forested land (40%) or agricultural/pasture land, (31%). Residential areas were located
within the vicinity of the farmlands: along the confluence of the Connecticut and
Westfield Rivers within the Memorial and Merrick neighborhoods; and along Route 20 in
the Tatham and Mittineague neighborhoods. Only a small portion of West Springfield
was devoted to commercial developments. Commercial areas were located primarily in
the central business district, with a few commercial areas along Routes 5 and 20.
Industrial land uses, including grist mills, saw mills and paper companies, constituted
approximately 2% of land area in 1952.
By 1972, natural lands had decreased by approximately 20% from the 1952 land-use
assessment. The largest land use decline occurred in agricultural areas, which decreased

from 31% in 1952 to 15% in 1972 and to less than 3% by 1999. Also by 1972,
transportation uses had grown. Major land acquisitions were made for Interstates 90 and
91 in the north and northeastern sections of the City. The opening of Interstate 91 in
1969/1970 made West Springfield more regionally accessible. This increased
accessibility has made West Springfield more attractive for residential, commercial, and
industrial uses. Today, land uses are approximately 37% forest, 32% residential and 10%
commercial and industrial.
Residential
Dense residential land usage in West Springfield is primarily located in the south and
southeastern areas of the City. The densest residential area is located in the southeast,
within the older neighborhoods. Newer residential developments are spreading into the
northwestern areas. In the 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s, approximately 33 subdivisions with
over 400 house lots were built. The majority of these subdivisions were built in the
northwestern areas.
According to the Build-out Analysis performed as part of West Springfield's 2009 Master
Plan, there are approximately 540 acres of land classified as undeveloped, residential
land. Some of this land is undevelopable due to physical constraints such as wetlands or
steep grades. Under existing zoning, approximately 450 acres, or over 350 lots, are
developable or potentially developable.
Industrial Development
Industrial land uses remained at a constant level between the 1950s and 1970s. However,
during this time period, Gilbert and Barker Manufacturing and Strathmore Paper closed
their operations in West Springfield. An Industrial Park was built in the north-central
section of the City near the Holyoke line in the mid-1970’s. Currently, the three key
industrial areas are the Union Street rail area, the area between Memorial Avenue and
River Street, and the Industrial Park located along Interstate Drive. A third smaller
industrial area is located near Interstate 91, off of Route 5 in the east-central section.
There is limited additional capacity without rezoning.
Commercial Development
Commercial uses within West Springfield have grown since the 1950s, particularly along
Routes 5 and 20. Route 5 has become more regionally accessible with the construction of
Interstate 91, which runs through the northeastern portion of the City and intersects Route
5 at interchange 13. Route 5 continues to grow into a regional retail area with the
development of the Riverdale Shops, sit down restaurants and large chains such as Home
Depot and Costco.

Today, commercial development in West Springfield is primarily located in three general
areas. These commercial areas are along the length of Route 5, the eastern portion of
Route 20 and in the southeastern corner of the City, along Memorial Avenue (Route 147).

3. D.2 Infrastructure
West Springfield's existing infrastructure consists of a number of bridges, approximately
146 miles of roadway and a number of City facilities. Of the roadways, there are
approximately 12.5 miles maintained by the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation. City owned and operated facilities include the Bear Hole Water Filtration
Plant and Pump Station, presently off-line for the 4th year in a row, water transmission
lines from wells located in Southwick, the DPW maintenance facilities, the local transfer
station, and City parks and playgrounds. The Department of Public Works is responsible
for all park maintenance.
Transportation System
West Springfield is crossed by several major routes including Routes 5 and 20, the,
Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate 90), and Interstate 91. The Pioneer Valley Transit
Authority (PVTA) provides bus service from West Springfield to Springfield, Westfield,
Agawam and Holyoke. West Springfield's location near several major routes and
interstates and the presence of an active industrial rail line, has drawn the largest
import/export trucking industry in the region. The rail line follows close to West
Springfield’s southern boundary, creating a physical barrier between many
neighborhoods and Mittineague Park from the Westfield River.
Approximately one quarter million linear feet of sidewalk was placed in West Springfield
approximately 75 years ago. However, the service life of these sidewalks is 35 years, and
many of the sidewalks are now in need of repair. The City has an ongoing sidewalk
maintenance program; however, there are also many heavily traveled streets without
sidewalks. The Merrick and Memorial areas have recently had sidewalks installed, as
they are within the Community Development Block Grant area and are involved with a
sidewalk revitalization program. The residential neighborhoods in the central and
northwestern part of the City either do not have sidewalks or the sidewalks are in
disrepair.
West Springfield was included in the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission’s “Pioneer
Valley Bicycling Map” created in September 2005. This map includes established cycling
routes through West Springfield as well as alternative routes which run along city streets
and roads.

Water Supply Systems
Approximately 99% of West Springfield is serviced by the municipal water system. Only
a few City residents use private wells. West Springfield obtains its water from two
sources. The City's primary water supply is from four (4) wells located in the Town of
Southwick and in cases of emergency, water can be purchased from the Springfield
Water and Sewer Commission. In addition, the Northwest Water District has an
interconnection with the City of Holyoke’s water supply system off Interstate Drive for
emergency use only. A similar agreement exists with the Westfield Water Department.
Water from the Southwick wells flows to West Springfield via a main installed in 2013.
The maximum amount of water that can be supplied through the transmission line is
about 6.6 million gallons per day (mgd). A DEP permit allows the community to
withdraw 7.1 mgd of water from these wells.
Sewer Service
Approximately 90% of the City of West Springfield is connected to the municipal sewer
system. The West Springfield sewer system discharges to the sewage treatment plant at
Bondi's Island in Agawam. There are seven pumping stations.

3. D.3 Limitations to Development
Several natural features limit the development potential of open land within West
Springfield. Many of the undeveloped lands contain wetlands. Wetlands limit
development because they provide unstable foundations for building. They are also
extremely valuable to maintaining water quality, and thus there are laws protecting
wetland resource areas including the state Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) and its
regulations 310 CMR 10, which controls construction of buildings within wetlands and
their buffer zones. The WPA includes the Rivers Protection Act, adopted in 1996, which
identifies the “Riverfront Area” as a regulated resource area. The Riverfront Area is
defined in the regulations as the area of land between a river's mean annual high water
line and a parallel line 200 feet measured horizontally.
In addition, areas subject to flooding are also limited in development potential. Within
West Springfield, these areas include land along the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers
and the tributary streams flowing into the rivers. Land subject to a 1% annual chance of
flooding, also commonly called the 100 year flooding events (the 100 year flood zone)
must comply with Wetlands Protection requirements for compensatory storage and also
with strict building code requirements. Much of the commercial development along
Riverdale Street is adjacent to the Connecticut River, but a levy system protects the area
from flood hazards.

Topography can be a limiting factor for development in West Springfield as some areas
are too steep for construction and may be cost prohibitive. Unstable soils may also be a
cost prohibitive factor.

3. D.4 Long-term development patterns
In 2000, the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs analyzed the
current zoning regulations of West Springfield and estimated the maximum number of
new homes that could be built and the number of residents that could reside in the new
homes. The build-out indicated that there are approximately 2,330 acres of remaining
developable land in West Springfield which equals approximately 3,383 housing units.
This acreage includes the Bear Hole Watershed area. As of March 2015, about 230 acres
of developable land has been developed since 2000. This brings the total remaining
acreage of developable land to 2,100 acres, which converts to approximately 3,050 new
residential lots, not deducting any acreage for roads, etc.
This developable land is located throughout West Springfield and includes any land in
Chapter 61, 61A, or 61B. Lands in these designations include farm land, forestry land,
and recreational land. Among the land considered potentially developable, 365 acres are
currently under Chapter 61, Chapter 61A or Chapter 61B designation. These lands are not
permanently protected from development and could result in residential subdivision.
Additionally, there are several large parcels that abut land owned by West Springfield,
such as land adjacent to Bear Hole which is included in the watershed overlay protection
district totaling approximately 313 acres. This land is currently privately owned and
many of the acres contain wetlands and other water bodies. This land is in the
northwestern area and is not connected to sewer or water, so a residential development
would cost above and beyond what a traditional subdivision would cost.
Other potentially developable land that West Springfield would be interested in
preserving totals approximately 195 acres. Much of this land could be used to create
natural corridors through West Springfield from the southern portion and Mittineague
Park to Bear Hole. Much of this acreage consists of wetlands, bodies of water, or
topographic issues, and is not developable.
There are many ecological impacts of build-out that West Springfield residents need to be
aware of and keep in consideration while planning future development. Fragmentation of
the landscape can have many negative impacts for both citizens and wildlife. Loss of
wildlife habitat and a decrease in watershed quality would lead to a lower quality of life
for the people who live and recreate in West Springfield’s natural areas, as well as a more
limited area for wildlife to live.

Regulatory Control- Local Land Use Controls- Zoning Districts
West Springfield faces the pressure of continued residential growth as do neighboring
towns. Given this pressure, West Springfield residents recognize the need to diversify the
tax base as well as to acquire and/or protect open space and recreation areas in an effort
to maintain balanced community character.
The Zoning Ordinance for the City of West Springfield establishes the following zoning
districts (see Zoning Map for locations):
1. Residence A, A-1, A-2, B and C
2. Neighborhood Business
3. Business A, A-1, B and B-1
4. Central Business
5. Recreation
6. Planned Unit Development
7. Industrial, Industrial Park, Industrial Park- Light
8. Special Use (Technical, Office, Multi-family and Mobile Home)
9. Overlay districts- Water Supply Protection, Flood Hazard, Age-Restricted Housing,
and Memorial Corridor
Districts important to the preservation of existing open space:
The Water Supply Protection District is an overlay district created to protect and
preserve the water resources of West Springfield. This district encompasses the
northwestern corner of the City and corresponds to the Bear Hole Reservoir and its
watershed. Business and industrial uses, landfills, underground storage and/or
transmission of petroleum products (excluding liquefied petroleum gas), outdoor storage
of salts and other chemicals, or dumping of chemicals are prohibited within the Water
Supply Protection District. Excavation and chemical use and storage have restrictions
placed on them. Generally, residential uses are allowed as long as they are connected to
the municipal sewer system.
The Age Restricted Housing Overlay’s purpose is to encourage the development of
affordable and market-rate housing for individuals aged fifty-five and over, by allowing
for a greater variety of building types at a higher density than would normally be
allowed; by allowing greater flexibility in site planning so as to promote the sound
development of land which reduces residents’ burdens of property maintenance and
reduces demands on municipal services; and to promote flexibility in land use planning in
order to improve site layouts, protect natural features and environmental values, and
utilize land in harmony with neighboring properties.
For more information, see Zoning Map in Section 12.

Section Four
Environmental Inventory
4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY
The physical features of West Springfield shape its character. The topography, geology, and soils
determine the best land uses. The favorable climate, landscape, vegetation and wildlife further
enhance life for residents. Historic buildings and landscapes remind the City of its heritage. The
following inventory provides a description of some of the outstanding environmental features of
West Springfield that contribute to its unique character.

4. A Geology, Soils, and Topography
4. A.1. Geology
Identification of geological features provides a basis for judging the type of habitat that
may form, the natural communities it will support, and the land's ability to support
various human-based uses.
Bedrock Geology: The relatively young sedimentary bedrock geology of West
Springfield formed during the early Triassic period some 200 million years ago and
includes rocks of both igneous and sedimentary origin. The major rock type includes a
sedimentary rock comprised of an arkosic shale, sandstone, and conglomerate. The
majority of the bedrock types found in the West Springfield area formed as part of the
Hartford and Connecticut Valley Basins during the upper Triassic.
Holyoke Basalt, a dark basalt approximately 250-400 feet thick forms the ridge along the
western edge of West Springfield. East Berlin Formation which is comprised of siltstone
and shale approximately 700-1,200 feet thick is located to the east of East Mountain in
the western portion of the City. Hampden Basalt, a dark gray basalt about 120 feet thick
is also located at the western portion of the City. The remainder of West Springfield,
approximately 75%, is underlain by Portland Arkose Formation which is comprised of
Arkosic shale, sandstone, and conglomerate at least 6,000 feet.
Surficial Geology: Most of the surficial deposits in West Springfield that comprise the
soils and deposits above the bedrock are glacial deposits associated with the last ice sheet
to move across the continent. More recent deposits associated with the Westfield and
Connecticut Rivers generally make up the flood plains of these two rivers. Alluvium and
river or stream terrace deposits comprise the majority of the surficial geology along the
southern and eastern portions of the City. Till makes up a significant portion of the
central part of the City as well as the soils on East Mountain. Delta deposits associated
with Glacial Lake Hitchcock form the general surficial geology of the remainder of the
City.

The geology of West Springfield was best summed up by the City’s own amateur
geologist Robert R. Doty in 1976:
“West Springfield’s foundations are on a relatively young bedrock, with much older
rocks appearing on the east and west sides of the broad Connecticut River Valley. At the
beginning of the Triassic Period, some 200 million years ago, a north south crack, or fault
appeared in the earth’s crust on the east margin of the present valley, and the block of
land to the east of this fault rose slowly finally formed a full-scale mountain range. The
block to the west, including our own area, was then covered with sediment eroded from
these eastern mountains and began to sink under the burden. The sinking was greatest at
the fault along the eastern edge, and there resulted tilting with the hinge point somewhere
to our west.
After a period of sedimentation and sinking, huge volcanic eruptions broke out up and
down the valley, and our area became covered with molten lava two hundred to four
hundred feet thick. In time this cooled and solidified, to become the layer later called
Holyoke Basalt. On top of this more sedimentation from the eastern mountains was
gradually laid down, giving a layer about twelve hundred feet thick and now called the
East Berlin Formation. Then a second eruption of fiery volcanism laid down a lava flow
about 120 feet thick, and this in turn cooled and now is known as Hampden Basalt.
Sinking and eastward tilting went on again and another layer of sediment built up on top
of the basalt to give what is known as the Portland Arkose Formation. With the
underlying block tilted to about 20 degree angle, the last layer reached a thickness of five
to six thousand feet at its eastern edge. During millions of years the forgoing layers were
consolidated by geologic processes, including pressure, chemical action, and aqueous
action, to form the solid rock we encounter today. The tilting of the layers has left their
western extremities exposed to weathering and erosion. Then during the later part of the
Pleistocene Epoch, from perhaps a million years ago down to about 10,000 years ago,
they were exposed to successive periods of harsh glacial action. Thus in particular
locations each of the formations have been laid bare and can be identified. The Holyoke
Basalt forms the ridge along our western boundary, where extensive trap rock quarries
are located. Then comes the East Berlin Formation, a strip composed of siltstone and
shale appearing two thousand feet wide at the southern border of town and widening to
about four thousand feet at Ashley Ponds in the north. Next is the Hampden Basalt which
underlies Paucatuck Cemetery, and appears just northwest of Route 20 about five
hundred feet west of the bridge over the railroad, and in the cut of the Massachusetts
Turnpike at Mile 44.4. Lastly the Portland Arose Formation underlies the remaining 75%
of the town, and comes into prominence in the rapids and cliffs along the Westfield River
near Mittineague Bridge, and also makes a localized appearance at the abutments of the
Route I-91 Bridge over the Turnpike.”
See Section 12 for Soils and Geological Features Map.

4. A.2. Soils
The general soil types in West Springfield include five different associations. HadleyWinooski-Limerick soil association present near the Westfield River which forms the
City's southern boundary. Urban land-Hadley-Winooski soil associations are found along
the Connecticut River which forms the City's eastern property boundary. A large finger
of Rock outcrop-Holyoke association extends through the middle of West Springfield and
encompasses the northwestern corner. Hinckley-Windsor-Merrimac soil associations
comprise the southwestern corner and Urban land-Hinckley-Windsor soil associations
extend along the eastern portion of the City.
The geographic location of soil types as mapped by the Soil Conservation Service are
illustrated in Table 4-1.
Table 4-1: General Soil Associations and Distribution
General Soil Associations
Approximate Acreage

Percent

Rock Outcrop-Holyoke

3,600

32

Urban Land- Hinckley- Windsor

3,000

27

Urban Land- Hadley-Winooski

2,200

20

Hinckley-Windsor-Merrimack

1,600

14

Hadley-Winooski-Lunenck

800

7

Source: Acreage derived from General Soil Map of Hampden County, J Central Part (1978).

The most predominant soil classification in West Springfield is the Rock outcropHolyoke association, occupying approximately 32% of the City's land area. This area
consists of East Mountain and a few smaller hills located along the western boundary and
the central portion of the City. The slopes are gentle to steep. The maximum elevation is
over 650 feet. Exposed bedrock and scattered stones and boulders are characteristic of
this soil association. Development limitations of these areas include low depth to
bedrock, steep slopes and stoniness.
The Hinckley-Windsor-Merrimac association, occupying approximately 14% of the
City's area, consists of nearly level plains and irregular ridges. Hinckley soils are deep,
excessively drained gravelly loamy sands on gentle to steep slopes. Windsor soils are
deep, excessively drained loamy sands. Merrimac soils are well-drained and somewhat
excessively drained sandy loams underlain by sand and gravel. Development limitations
for this soil association for agriculture is doughtiness, and for non-farm uses, coarse
texture and rapid permeability.
The Urban land-Hinckley-Windsor association occupies approximately 27% of the City's
area. Hinckley and Windsor soils are deep, excessively drained loamy sands located on

glacial outwash terraces. Urban land consists of soils altered by development and
structures so that the original soil types cannot be distinguished. Development limitations
are based on rapid permeabilities and coarse texture of the soils.
The Urban land -Hadley-Winooski association occupies approximately 20% of the
eastern portion of the City's area. This association is found in the flood plain of the
Connecticut River. Hadley soils are typically deep, well drained, fine sandy loam and
Winooski soils are deep, moderately well drained silt loam. Urban soils have been altered
by development and structures so that the original soil types are indistinguishable. Stream
flooding is the major limitation to development of this soil association, however, flood
control structures have been built to protect much of the area covered in this soil
association. Flooding may still occur during high intensity storms.
The Hadley-Winooski-Limerick association, which occupies approximately 7% of the
City's land area, consists of the flood plain of the Westfield River. This association's
topography is generally level to gently-sloping. Hadley soils are typically deep, well
defined fine sandy loam and Winooski soils are deep, moderately well drained silt loam.
Limerick soils are deep, poorly drained coarse-silty soils. Development is limited by the
flooding and wetness of the area.

4. A.3. Topography
West Springfield is located within the Connecticut Valley lowland. The City is depicted
on four USGS Topographic Maps: Mount Tom, West Springfield, Springfield North and
Springfield South. The elevation throughout the City ranges from 50± feet above sea
level at the confluence of the Westfield River with the Connecticut River at the
southeastern corner to 690± feet at the top of East Mountain in the northwestern corner of
West Springfield.
West Springfield has a variety of landscape features, from the relatively flat flood plain
areas associated with the Connecticut River in the east to the steep slopes of East
Mountain in the west. Two ridges run north-south through the City: East Mountain and a
second unnamed ridge located to the west of Route 5. Other significant topographical
features include several hills found in the north central section of the City, and low areas
containing brooks and wetlands.

Table 4-2: Major Hills in West Springfield
Major Hills in West Springfield

Elevation

East Mountain

690 feet

Bradley Mountain

378 feet

Prospect Hill

380 feet

(water tower hill)

310 feet

Source: USGS Topographic Maps: Mount Tom, West Springfield, Springfield North and Springfield South Quadrangles

Seven drainage sub-basins have created the interior landscape of West Springfield. Each
sub-drainage basin has a named brook that flows into one of the two major waterways:
the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers. The brooks associated with these watersheds are
listed in Table 4-3.
Table 4-3: Drainage Area Tributaries
Connecticut River Drainage Area
Schoolhouse Brook
Goldine Brook
Bagg Brook
Piper Brook

Westfield River Drainage Area
Paucatuck Brook
Block Brook
Squassick Brook

Source: USGS Topographic Maps: Mount Tom, West Springfield, Springfield North and Springfield South Quadrangles

4. B. Landscape Character
While much of West Springfield is developed, significant open, wooded areas are still
present. Large tracts of forested areas and wildlife corridors are found in the Bear Hole
Reservoir Watershed area and at Mittineague Park. The presence of water resources,
especially the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers, and the Bear Hole Reservoir, provide
wildlife corridors and recreational opportunities. Elm and Park Streets contain Town
Commons adding to the community character. Mittineague Park and the smaller parks
and playgrounds throughout the City offer open space areas and opportunities for public
recreation. Maintaining natural landscape characteristics is important in maintaining the
City’s character and providing a buffer between residential and commercial/industrial
areas. Developing new forest trails and greenbelts, and improving those that already
exist, as well as providing additional views of the rivers are important goals in enhancing
the landscape characteristics of the City.
Opening up rivers and forests for public access can have both positive and negative
impacts on the natural resources. The people utilizing the land for recreational purposes
tend to serve as "community police" for the area, thereby making the area less attractive
for illegal or destructive activities. However, an increase in public use can also increase

the potential for litter and the damaging of vegetation and banks through excessive usage.
The potential damage can be minimized through education and by limiting and
formalizing trail networks, fencing off critical areas or otherwise managing the use of the
land.

4. B.1. Scenic Character
Although there are no designated scenic roads or areas in West Springfield, there are
many scenic places which contribute to the suburban and rural character. Scenic waterbased resources include the two major rivers establishing the boundaries of the City. The
Connecticut and the Westfield Rivers provide many scenic views which may be seen atop
the flood control levees, from Mittineague Park, along informal walking paths along the
two rivers, and also along Route 20. The Westfield and Connecticut Rivers are accessible
to canoes and kayaks. These scenic resources are currently not under threat of
development.
Some of the scenic resources in City include:


Views from the top of the levee system along the Connecticut River and Westfield
River;
 Bear Hole Reservoir Watershed Area;
 Mittineague Park; and
 The National Scenic Trail formerly known as the Metecomet Monadonock Trail.
A more complete list of scenic resources within West Springfield is listed in Section 4.F.

4. C. Water Resources
4. C.1 Watersheds
West Springfield is located in both the Connecticut River and Westfield River watershed
areas. See Section 12 for the Major Watershed Basins Map for more information.
The Westfield River Watershed Association coordinates many protection efforts and
events, including an annual public viewing of the fish ladder at DSI dam. The fish ladder
aids the migration of shad, sea lamprey, blueback herring, and Atlantic Salmon.
The Connecticut River Watershed Council coordinates river protection and water quality
monitoring efforts in Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Vermont. CRWC
and Pioneer Valley Planning Commission both contribute to an annual water quality
monitoring program that posts weekly testing results for E. coli contamination and
recreational access sites at connecticutriver.us.

4. C.2 Surface Water
West Springfield is located at the confluence of the two rivers which border the City: the
Connecticut River to the east and the Westfield River on the south. The Connecticut

River is the longest river in New England. It starts at the New Hampshire/Quebec border
and flows 410 miles to its mouth located at Old Saybrook, Connecticut, where the river
flows into Long Island Sound. The Connecticut River is designated as an American
Heritage River and also is part of the Silvio O. Conte National Wildlife Refuge. Until
2009 when the City of West Springfield received a two-year Parkland Acquisition and
Renovation grant from EOEEA, there was no formalized public access to the Connecticut
River from West Springfield. In June 2011, the Thomas A. Lagodich Riverfront Park
Canoe and Kayak Launch, commonly referred to as “Tom’s Launch”, located at the
intersection of Riverdale and Elm Streets, was completed and today provides passive
non-motorized access for canoes and kayaks to the Connecticut River. The nearest
access for motorized boating is provided by boat ramps located at Bondi's Island in
Agawam and on the east bank of the Connecticut River in Chicopee at the Medina Street
boat ramp.
The Connecticut River is utilized for recreational boating, fishing and swimming.
Segments of the River provide suitable habitat conditions for warm water fisheries.
The water quality of the Connecticut River from the Holyoke Dam to the Connecticut
state line (Longmeadow/Agawam) is Class B, which are waters suitable for recreational
uses such as swimming and boating. Attainment of this designation was a regional
accomplishment to overcome the Connecticut’s polluted past, and the City of West
Springfield contributed in part by funding the elimination of its combined sewer overflow
outfalls. However portions of this reach of the River are still negatively impacted by
discharges from combined sewer overflows (CSOs) in other municipalities, which
continue to work to eliminate CSO discharges. Their ongoing efforts will help to improve
the future water quality and opportunity for public enjoyment of the River.
The main branch of the Westfield River flows from Huntington to its confluence with the
Connecticut River, flowing through Westfield and forming the boundary between West
Springfield and Agawam. The water quality of the lower Westfield River from the Route
20 Bridge in Westfield to its confluence with the Connecticut River is rated class B. The
Westfield River draws canoeists and kayakers with its stretches of whitewater and the
natural scenery along its banks.
Other than the rivers, the community's water resources provide a varied natural landscape
that includes brooks, ponds, wetlands and diverse wildlife habitats. A large portion of
relatively untouched wildlife habitat is located within the Bear Hole Reservoir watershed
and in Mittineague Park. A very small percentage of West Springfield's interior terrain is
comprised of water bodies and water-related land forms, including wetlands. In addition
to the rivers, several brooks cross the City. Table 4-4 lists the key watercourses that
meander through West Springfield, as well as their water quality classifications. See
Section 12 for Water Resources Map.

Table 4-4: Water bodies and their Classifications
Water body
Classification
Westfield River

B

Block Brook

B

Paucatuck Brook

A

Squassick Brook

B

Connecticut River

B

Bagg Brook

B

Piper Brook

B

Goldine Brook

B

Schoolhouse Brook

B

Bear Hole Reservoir

A

Source: 314 CMR 4.00

According to DEP policy, freshwater water bodies that have not been classified are
assumed to be Class B. The water quality classification of the unlisted waters is not based
on sampling results. Freshwater quality classifications are as follows:
Class A: waters considered suitable for use as public drinking water supply
Class B: waters suitable for aquatic life and wildlife and for primary and secondary
contact recreation (e.g. swimming, boating)
Class C: waters suitable for aquatic life and wildlife and secondary recreation only (e.g.
boating)

4. C.3. Water Supply Protection/Aquifer Recharge Areas
The location of public water supplies restricts the development of certain areas in West
Springfield. A Water Supply Protection district has been delineated as an overlay district
and includes Bear Hole Reservoir and land located upstream, within the northwestern
corner of the City. Any future development within this district cannot include heavy
industrial or manufacturing uses in order to protect water quality. City regulations
prohibit business and industrial uses and restricting excavation activities, and the storage
and use of chemicals, fertilizers, and petroleum based products. Accepted uses are
agricultural and residential. All new residential developments are required to connect to
the municipal sewer system. While the cost of development is increased due to this last
requirement, it does not necessarily prevent the areas adjacent to Bear Hole from being
developed, which could degrade water quality through erosion and increased storm water
runoff.

4. C.4. Flood Hazard Areas
Flood boundaries are mapped by FEMA for West Springfield Floodway Boundary and
Floodway maps (Floodway) and Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) which show the
areas subject to flooding within the City. The floodway maps include the boundaries of
all floodways, while the FIRM maps designate zones of flooding including information
on the flood elevation within the floodways. These maps were originally published in the
fall of 1979, but underwent a major revision and update and took effect July 2012.
Severe flooding of the Connecticut River occurred in 1927, 1936, and 1938. The
Westfield River flooded in 1955. In order to prevent flooding from the rivers, a dike
system of approximately 7 1/2 miles was created. Flood zones are also mapped for many
of the brooks that flow through West Springfield. Areas of 100-year and 500-year flood
zones have been mapped around portions of the brooks and their tributaries. Flood zones
have also been delineated around low areas in the east-central section of the City which
are not adjacent to any water body. These dike systems could be used to provide
recreational opportunities in the form of trails.
West Springfield maintains six flood pump stations. There are also several gates along
the dike system. These gates are closed against rising flood waters approximately 66% of
the time.

4. C.4. Wetlands
A very small percentage of West Springfield's terrain consists of open water but there are
many wetland areas. The wetlands are primarily located in the northwestern corner and in
the central portion of the City. The City's wetlands are classified by the U.S. Department
of the Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service as mainly Palustriane forested, scrub-shrub or
emergent systems.
Wetland areas are severely limited in development potential. Wetlands contain soils and
drainage conditions that are unsuitable to support development without major disturbance
or filling. Wetland areas are vital for protection of surface and ground water quality,
fisheries and wildlife habitat, and provide flood storage as well. The Wetlands Protection
Act and regulations set forth in 310 CMR 10.00 pursuant to the Act protect wetland
resource areas from development. Wetland systems in West Springfield include areas
adjacent to the brooks found scattered through the community.
Land Adjacent to Rivers and Brooks
The Rivers Protection Act of 1996 further restricts the development potential of land
adjacent to rivers and brooks, regardless of whether the land is upland or wetland. The
Act, which has been incorporated into the Wetlands Protection Regulations (310 CMR
10.00), created a new resource area, the Riverfront Area, which is defined as the area of
land between a river's mean annual high-water line and a parallel line located 200 feet

from the river. Rivers have been defined under the Act as any natural flowing body of
water that empties to any ocean, lake, pond or other river and which flows throughout the
year. Therefore, perennial streams are rivers and intermittent streams are not rivers.
These regulations are significant to West Springfield due to the number and distribution
of waterways throughout the City. The Conservation Commission, which administers the
Wetlands Protection Regulations, is responsible for regulating work proposed in or near
wetland resources and determining the boundaries and attributes of those resources.

4. D. Vegetation
4. D.1. General Inventory
Natural vegetation provides a variety of different landscapes within the City. While
natural vegetation provides aesthetically pleasing views and a variety in landscape, it also
serves a much more varied role in the natural world. Vegetation stabilizes soils and
prevents erosion, enhances water quality, acts as a visual and sound buffer, provides
wildlife habitat, improves air quality and provides recreational opportunities.
The landscape of West Springfield is vegetated with a variety of plant species commonly
found throughout western Massachusetts. Pine and oak forests dominate the upland
forests and red maple is common in the wetland areas. Other species of trees include:
birch, larch, hemlock, willow, and sycamore.
The northwestern corner of the City and a small area also located within the northwestern
area are delineated as High Priority Sites of Rare Species Habitats and Exemplary
Natural Communities. See Table 4-5 for a list of state listed vascular plants that have
been observed in West Springfield.

Table 4-5: State Listed Vascular Plants in West Springfield
Common Name
Scientific Name
Pedicularis lanceolata

Swamp Lousewort

Plantago pusilla

Dwarf Plantain

Podostemum
ceratophyllum

Threadfoot

Polygonum tenue
Ranunculus fascicularis

Rock Knotweed
Early Buttercup

Ranunculus
pensylvanicus

Bristly Buttercup

Rhododendron
periclymenoides

Pinxter-flower

Sagina decumbens ssp.
decumbens
Scirpus polyphyllus

Trailing Pearlwort

Scleria triglomerata

Tall Nut-sedge

Selaginella rupestris

Rock Spikemoss

Sphenopholis nitida
Veronicastrum
virginicum

Most Recent
Observation

MESA Status
E

1922

WL

2006

WL, MESA delisted

2010

WL

2004

WL
SC

2002
2010

WL

1987

WL

1999

WL

1994

E

1934

WL, MESA delisted

2006

Shining Wedgegrass

T

1998

Culver's-root

T

2010

Appalachian Bulrush

Source: NHESP, 2015

4. D.2. Forest Land
Bear Hole is the largest contiguous forest tract of forest land in the City. According to a forest
resource inventory conducted by Wigmore Forest Resource Management in 2003, the Bear Hole
forest is considered “vigorous, diverse in species, age, actively accumulate biomass, and actively
regenerates itself.” Management and protection of the forest is necessary to support West
Springfield’s back-up water supply as well as the wildlife habitat and recreational values of the
area. Bear Hole is part of a larger contiguous forest that runs into Holyoke and Westfield.

4. D.3. Public Shade Trees
Public shade trees are an important quality-of-life component in West Springfield. Not only do
public shade trees make walking and biking around the City more attractive and pleasant, but
they also help to combat the “heat-island” effect in areas with significant amounts of pavement.
Shade trees are also important to storm water management as they help to capture storm water
runoff and maintain soil structure to prevent erosion. West Springfield continues to reinforce the
importance of street trees as noted by the 25 consecutive years of being designated a “Tree City
USA” community.

4. D.4. Agricultural Land
There are presently four parcels totaling 38 acres in West Springfield designated under Chapter
61A. These parcels mostly grow food crops such as corn. There are several other parcels used for
agriculture that are not protected under the Chapter 61 programs which also grow food crops.
One of these farms in particular works with Ascentria, a community service organization which
works with low income and minority populations. “New Lands Farm” works with people who
live in dense urban neighborhoods, many of which are immigrants who originate from countries
where growing personal gardens is part of the cultural norm.

4. D. 7. Invasive Species
The Westfield River Watershed Invasive Species Partnership (WISP) aims to combat the spread
of invasive species in the Westfield River watershed through early identification, education, and
eradication efforts. Research conducted by the Westfield River Watershed Association identifies
the presence of several invasive species in West Springfield on its online map (available as of
June 2015 through www.westfieldriver.org), including Asian Bittersweet, Purple Loostrife,
Multiflora Rose, Japanese Barberry, and Norway Maple. Residents wishing to help map and
identify invasive species in West Springfield may do so by contacting WISP
(http://www.westfieldriver.org/invasives.html).
The introduction of invasive plants can occur when soil is disturbed and even by hikers
spreading seeds on their boots. For this reason it is important to consider the threat of invasive
species when developing management plans for the City’s conservation areas and considering
how to keep users on designated trails and areas.

4. E. Fisheries and Wildlife
4. E.1. General Inventory
The Connecticut River provides an important habitat for many of the listed species. Bald Eagles
have nested and are breeding along the banks of the Connecticut River, the short-nose sturgeon
also lives and breeds within the River. The Connecticut River Valley offers a variety of habitats
for plant, fish and wildlife species.
The large tracts of undeveloped land including areas in the Bear Hole Watershed and the forested
areas of Mittineague Park, as well as the undeveloped areas along the Westfield River and
pockets of land in the various parks also provide important wildlife habitat. Fish and wildlife
species found in West Springfield and Western Massachusetts are too numerous to list
individually, however Table 4-6 lists some of the most common species found in the region.

Table 4-6: Common Wildlife and Fish in Western Massachusetts
Rabbit
Trout
Hawk

Opossum

Shad

Robins

Raccoon

Herring

Turkey Vultures

Fox (Red and Gray)

Mallard

Woodpeckers

Chain Pickerel

Crows

Coyotes

Large Mouth Bass

Canada Geese

Blue Jay

Whitetail Deer

Small Mouth Bass

Porcupine

Cardinals

Yellow Perch

Chickadee

Bats

Squirrel (red, gray,
flying)
White Perch

Chipmunk

Sunfish

Grackels

Red Wing
Blackbirds
Moles

Pumpkin Seed

Starlings

Mice

Blue Gill

English Sparrows

Beaver

Suckers

Mourning Doves

Mink

Bob White Quail

Ruffed Grouse

Minnows and other
small fish
Skunk

Weasel Great
Homed Owl
Ring Neck
Pheasant

Muskrat

Screech Owl

Barred Owl

Source: Telephone conversation with Dick Turner of Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Southeastern Massachusetts Field
Office. October 9, 1996; and "Watershed Resource Protection Plan for the Bear Hole Watershed; June 1995".

4. E.2. Vernal Pools
Vernal pools are temporary habitats that serve critical roles in the life cycles of certain species.
Vernal pools can be shallow depressions that fill with water in the spring and tend to dry up by
the autumn, providing an area for amphibians and insects to spawn or engage in other
reproductive activities. There are numerous vernal pools certified by the Massachusetts Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program in West Springfield. A majority can be found in the
Bear Hole and northwestern section of the City as well as in Mittineague Park. In all, 52 vernal
pools have been certified, 21 as recent as January 2011. All newly certified vernal pools lie
within the City-owned Bear Hole Watershed Property north of the Massachusetts Turnpike.
Twenty-six additional certified vernal pools are found in Mittineague Park. In addition to
certified vernal pools, the NHESP has identified potential vernal pools in West Springfield.
Potential vernal pools are areas where vernal pools may be present based on aerial photography
but have not been officially verified or certified. Certified vernal pools are protected under the
Wetlands Protection Act, Title 5 of the Massachusetts Environmental Code, Section 401 of the

Clean Water Act, Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Stands, and the Massachusetts Forest
Protection Act.

4. E.3. Corridors for Wildlife Migration
According to Karro Frost of the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the
Department of Fish and Game, West Springfield does not have any currently identified wildlife
corridors. However, there are aquatic corridors which exist along both the Westfield and
Connecticut Rivers.

4. E.4. Rare Species
According to the NHESP, there are several vertebrate and invertebrate endangered species of fish
and wildlife which have been identified within West Springfield. Table 4-7 lists these species
which have been identified.
Table 4-7: State Listed Fish and Wildlife
Taxonomic
Group

Scientific Name

Amphibian

Ambystoma jeffersonianum

Jefferson Salamander

SC

2013

Amphibian

Ambystoma opacum

Marbled Salamander

T

2013

Amphibian

Hemidactylium scutatum

Four-toed Salamander

MESA
delisted

1990

Beetle

Cicindela purpurea

Cow Path Tiger Beetle

SC

1921

Bird

Falco peregrinus

Peregrine Falcon

E

2012

Bird

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Bald Eagle

T

2014

Bird

Tyto alba

Barn Owl

SC

Pre-

Butterfly/Moth

Pyrrhia aurantiago

Orange Sallow Moth

SC

2008

Dragonfly

Gomphus vastus

Cobra Clubtail

SC

2011

Dragonfly

Stylurus amnicola

Riverine Clubtail

E

2011

Mussel

Alasmidonta undulata

Triangle Floater

SWAP,
MESA
delisted

1998

Mussel

Lampsilis cariosa

Yellow Lampmussel

E

2014

Mussel

Strophitus undulatus

Creeper

SC

2009

Common Name

MESA
Status

Most
Recent
Observation

Reptile

Clemmys guttata

Reptile

Glyptemys insculpta

Reptile

Terrapene carolina

Spotted Turtle

SWAP,
MESA
delisted

1990

Wood Turtle

SC

1994

Eastern Box Turtle

SC

2013

Source: NHESP, 2015

4. F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments
Some of the important scenic resources, unique environments and historic resources are
depicted below.

4. F.1. Unique Features/Resources
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Unique areas or features of West Springfield include:
The Connecticut River
The Westfield River
Mittineague Park
Eastern States Exposition Grounds
Historic Buildings
Town Common (Park Street and Elm Street)
Street trees
Westfield Street former YMCA
Bear Hole Watershed Area
Views from the top of the dike along the Connecticut River
Views of the Westfield River from the southeastern corner of Mittineague Park
Marion Street/Elizabeth Street area (near the Connecticut River recently acquired by the
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife)
Millville Road Mill sites
Slate Quarry off Millville Road
Riverfront Park
Riparian lands between flood control levees and Westfield and Connecticut Rivers.
DSI Fish Ladder: A fish ladder on the Westfield River at the Mittineague Dam provides a
passageway for anodramous fish (fish which enter fresh water from the ocean in order to
spawn, such as shad and Atlantic Salmon) to continue to the upstream to spawn.
Brush Hill- The Dominican Nuns
Springfield Country Club
The Westfield River near the former Big Y on Route 20
15 acre area from Morgan-Sullivan Bridge north to Bart Trucking
Camp Weber- YMCA Park land

•
•

Landmark Heights property off Monastery Avenue
Morgan Road Pavilion
Increasing access, both physical and visual, to the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers is an
important goal of this plan. The Westfield River can be accessed by canoe from West
Springfield and access to the Connecticut River from City-owned land off of Riverdale
Road has been developed known as the Thomas A. Lagodich Riverfront Park Canoe and
Kayak Launch or “Tom’s Launch”. Additional views of the Connecticut River will also
be provided from the proposed Riverwalk/bikeway along the flood control levee east of
the Riverdale Shops.

4. F.2. Cultural and Historic areas
In 1987, a survey of the City's historical and cultural resources was conducted with
funding through a grant from the National Park Service. The survey was directed by the
West Springfield Historical Commission with the aid of New England Historical Services
Inc. and community volunteers. The survey identified 300 individual buildings and 14
sites or structures that possess significant historical and/or cultural properties. Data
collected for each listing is filed in a three volume set entitled "Historical Resources of
West Springfield, Massachusetts." Periods represented in the survey include, early
colonial, federal, early industrial, late industrial and early modern periods.
As previously mentioned, the Josiah Day House is listed as an individual property on the
National Register of Historic Places and there are two local historic districts in West
Springfield. The "Historical Resources" survey resulted in recommendations to establish
the following areas as Historic Districts under M.G.L. Chapter 40C: Park Street/Town
Common, Main Street/Merrick, Mittineague, Storrowton Village, and the Eastern States
Exposition. A number of individual properties were also identified as important
properties to individually list on the National Register. These properties are included as
Table 4-8.
Table 4-8: Historically Significant Properties
Historic Name
Street Address

Date

Union Street Cemetery

Union Street

1711

Josiah Day House

70 Park Street

1754

Paucatuck Cemetery

Sibley Avenue

1772

Park Street Cemetery

Park Street

1787

The Maples

184 Rogers Avenue

1790

Ashleyville Cemetery

Riverdale Street

1793

Levi Brooks House

44 Cayenne Street

1799

White Church

722 Elm Street

1802

White Church Cemetery

Elm Street

1808

Hervey Smith House

100 Amostown Road

1820

Hegeman Block

90 Front Street

1840

David Hale House

321 Park Street

1845

Ely-Worthy House

109 Main Street

1850

Allen Farmhouse

1027 Amostown Road

1857

John Moseley House

585 Main Street

1863

Tatham School

6 Sibley Avenue

1870

Mittineague Mills

Front Street

1870

John Markey House

36 West Street

1878

Goodman Tavern

740 Westfield Street

1882

Chas. Woodward House

1885 Westfield Street

1895

Third Parsonage

696 Elm Street

1896

Carnegie Library Building

Park Street

1915

Cowing School

Park Street

1915

Our Mother of Sorrow Monastery
and Retreat Center

110 Monastery Avenue

1923

Stone Bridge

Mittineague Park

1938

Broadway Historic District

Park Street Common

1972

White Church Historic District

White Church and Cemetery

1973

4. F.4 Wildlife Habitat
The NHESP developed the BioMap and Bio Map 2 to identify areas most in need of
protection in order to protect the native biodiversity of the Commonwealth. BioMap
focuses primarily on state-listed rare species and exemplary natural communities but also
includes the full breadth of the State's biological diversity. BioMap Core Habitats are
areas with the highest priority for conservation and biodiversity protection. They
represent the sum total of viable rare plant habitat, viable rare animal habitat, and viable
exemplary natural communities (NHESP). BioMap, Supporting Natural Landscapes, are

the most intact lands adjacent to and near Core Habitat areas. These lands provide
linkages between habitats, buffer Core Habitat, and are thought to contain rare species
not yet discovered.
West Springfield contains 1,905 acres of NHESP BioMap2 Core Habitat, of which 780
acres or 40.9% is protected in perpetuity and 1,365 acres of Critical Natural Landscape of
which 478 acres or 35% is permanently protected. Core Habitat is located north of I-90
in the northwestern part of the City (887 acres), along the Connecticut River (65 acres),
and at other isolated locations near Morgan Road, Great Plains Road, in Mittineague
Park, and several sites along the Westfield River. Supporting natural landscape includes
much of the Bear Hole watershed and an isolated location along the Connecticut River.
Core Habitat locations are illustrated on Bio-Map2.
West Springfield does not contain any designated Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC), as regulated by the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs (EOEEA). 301 CMR 12.00 defines ACECs as "areas within the Commonwealth
where unique clusters of natural and human resource values exist and which are worthy
of a high level of concern and protection." Criteria for designation as an ACEC are:
• Threat to public health through inappropriate use
• Quality of the natural characteristics
• Productivity
• Uniqueness of area
• Irreversibility of impact
• Imminence of threat to resource
• Magnitude of impact
• Economic benefits
• Supporting factors
These factors do not need to be weighed equally, nor must all factors be present for an
area to be designated an ACEC. Public water supply areas are generally considered
important resources, in such that if areas within the watershed are inappropriately used a
negative impact on the water supply could occur. If the community finds that there are
areas of environmental concern that require designation as such, then steps may be taken
through the EOEA to officially designate such an area as an ACEC.

4. G. Environmental Challenges
4. G.1. Hazardous Waste Sites
The Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP), which was promulgated by Massachusetts
General Law Chapter 21E, is the set of regulations governing releases and potential
releases of oil and hazardous materials. The MCP provides guidelines to prevent and
control activities that may result in a release to the environment; to notify the DEP of any

releases; to evaluate alternatives for and implement remedial actions to respond to a
release; and to encourage responsible persons to respond to a release or threat of release
in a timely manner.
The DEP "Sites" list is a database containing all of the oil and hazardous waste spills
reported to DEP in Massachusetts since 1993. In all, 200 sites are listed in West
Springfield. The majority of these sites are located at addresses along the major Routes 5,
20 and 147; in the southeastern corner of the City; or in the vicinity of the industrial rail
area and Bondi’s Island Landfill. Several are private residences. The majority of releases
have been of petroleum and a much smaller number (30) have been of hazardous
materials. Eight releases have been of both oil and hazardous materials and 33 are
unclassified substances. While the majority of these locations have achieved a status of
“no significant risk”, 18 sites are actively monitored by DEP.
The majority of the City’s brownfields are contaminated with petroleum-derived
hydrocarbon products, a common characteristic of industrial and commercial sites, which
are regulated under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA). Site-based hydrocarbon pollution, however, can be mitigated at
relatively low costs, given the technology and unique cleanup options (approved by DEP)
available for remediation efforts. For instance, contamination at many sites can be
localized to a few “hot spots” and then addressed by removing a small quantity of soil or
by treating the contamination, with most of the soils kept intact at the site.

4. G.2. Landfills
Currently, all municipal solid waste generated in West Springfield is brought to Agawam,
MA. West Springfield contains several composting locations, one large transfer station,
and one former municipal solid waste facility, which is unlined. One of the major former
composting locations in West Springfield is the current site of the Middle School fields.
This old “stump dump” is unlined, but has been capped and is currently being monitored
by the Town and DEP, although no contamination has left the ground according to
testing. The one large transfer station and former municipal solid waste facility are
located in the south eastern portion of West Springfield. Although not in West
Springfield, two other large municipal solid waste sites and another large transfer station
are located in this area. All of the above mentioned locations are not in proximity to
existing parks or recreation locations.

4. G.3. Erosion/Sedimentation
There are two areas that have experienced sedimentation. Schoolhouse Brook has
siltation problem resulting from sediments carried with runoff entering the brook. The
former swimming hole in Mittineague Park has also experienced sedimentation. The
swimming hole is fed by Block Brook and acts as a sedimentation pond allowing the

sediments carried by the brook to settle out. This has resulted in the natural "filling in" of
the swimming hole. At the Old Res on Piper Road, years of development in the Piper
Brook watershed has caused sediment to be trapped behind the dam causing lower
oxidation for the fish and blooms of aquatic plants.

4. G.4. Chronic Flooding
West Springfield is located within the flood plains of the Connecticut River, Westfield
River, and many of the smaller brooks which flow throughout the City. FEMA has
delineated flood plains around portions of a majority of the waterways. West Springfield
is protected from the Connecticut and Westfield Rivers by a dike system created after the
flood of 1936. The Department of Public Works maintains several flood gates to further
protect the City from flooding of the Rivers. Small stream flooding occurs on a regular
basis due to increased residential development over the past thirty years. Only in high
intensity storms could flooding become a problem with the Connecticut and Westfield
Rivers.

4. G.5. Development Impact
The primary concern for residents regarding development is its effects on the quality of
life in West Springfield, its economic impacts, and its impacts on the environment.
Residential housing development slowly continues in the northwestern part of the City, as
does commercial development along Routes 5 and 20 and within the downtown area.
There is a concern that commercial development will begin to infringe on residential
areas. Development also strains existing drainage systems, increases road maintenance
and repair costs by increasing the length of roadway, drawing more traffic to the area,
and thereby increasing usage and "wear and tear." New development also places greater
demands on water and sewer service as well as reducing the availability of open land.

4. G.6. Ground and Surface Water Pollution
Discharges from combined sewer overflows (CSO) affect the Connecticut River. CSO
restrictions have been placed on the reaches of the River that runs adjacent to West
Springfield. The City is now 100% compliant with requirements to eliminate its CSO
discharges. The forthcoming draft of the National Pollutant Discharge System (NPDES)
permit requirements require more rigorous testing of storm water, potentially exposing
cross or illicit connections to the storm drain system, as well as greater outreach and
education requirements to educate residents on storm water best practices.
West Springfield's water supply is protected in several different ways. The Southwick
wells are afforded protection by a Zone II well head protection zone delineated by the
DEP in which certain new land uses are not allowed such as landfills, automobile
junkyards and facilities that generate, treat, store or dispose of hazardous wastes. The
City owns 300 acres around its four wells in Southwick. The watershed area of Bear Hole

is protected by a Water Supply Protection District and by approximately 1,380 acres of
City-owned watershed land in West Springfield and an additional 142 acres in Holyoke.
In addition, the City actively participates in the Source Water Assessment and Protection
(SWAP) Program. The SWAP program inventories land uses within the recharge area of
public water supply sources, assesses the susceptibility of the drinking water source to
contamination of the identified land uses, and publicizes the result to provide support for
improved protection.

4. G.7. Environmental Equity/Environmental Justice
According to the Massachusetts Department of Energy and Environmental Affairs,
Environmental justice (EJ) is based on the principle that all people have a right to be
protected from environmental pollution, and to live in and enjoy a clean and healthful
environment. Environmental justice is the equal protection and meaningful involvement
of all people with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and policies and the equitable distribution of
environmental benefits. Three distinct Environmental Justice areas are present within
West Springfield. The south eastern portion of West Springfield generally contains the
highest proportion of low and moderate income, minority, and English isolation residents.
Much of the historic industrial activity has taken place in this area such as the 380 Union
Complex and the acres of industrial buildings in the furthest southern portions. This
history of industry along with Route 5, a minor highway, has isolated the Merrick
Neighborhood from the Connecticut River and other recreation opportunities. It is also
one of the areas with the lowest number of parks and recreation opportunities compared
to the number of residents. Also considered environmental justice areas are the northeast
corner of the City for minority populations; and in the vicinity of Mittineague Park for
minority populations and income. These three areas are denser than the rest of the
community and are made up of the older housing units.

Section Five
Inventory of Lands of
Conservation and Recreation Interest
5. A. INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
INTEREST
Communities that balance growth with protection of the natural environment are more livable. If
we squander our resources as a City our abuses will eventually ruin our community and its
livability.
Our community’s identity as a good place to live and raise a family is dependent on how we
protect and use the natural landscape around us. Protected open space is a part of what makes
West Springfield unique. Protected open space in West Springfield represents approximately
13% (1,785 acres) of the 11,221 total acres located within the City’s borders. While this is a
good start it would be desirable to permanently protect 25% of the community’s natural and
working landscapes. West Springfield is at a tipping point: 8,780 acres of the land in the
community are already developed or are deemed undevelopable, while 2,100 acres of potentially
developable land remains undeveloped. Protecting these remaining acres would result in 32% of
the City’s land being protected as open space. In this Section, the word “protected” shall mean
the land is permanently preserved as open space by the Federal government, State government,
or the Town of West Springfield.
Many of these acres contain important habitat for wildlife, and opportunities to protect green
corridors for residents to use in passive, non-motorized ways. Many of these remaining acres are
constrained from conventional development due to wetlands, flood plains and steep slopes. The
two largest protected areas within intact contiguous ecosystems are Mittineague Park and Bear
Hole Watershed lands. Opportunities to acquire additional properties around these two important
areas need to be pursued when possible, creating access and wildlife corridors to and from other
parts of the community. In addition, opportunities to pursue land protection in the central to the
northeastern parts of the community could provide a geographically balanced system of
protected and recreation land. The City of West Springfield also owns 300 acres of land in
Southwick, Massachusetts that protects the drinking water wells. Should opportunities to protect
additional land around the wells in Southwick arise, the City should aggressively pursue them.
See Section 12 Open Space Inventory Map for more information.

5. A. Inventory
The goal of the inventory of lands of conservation and recreation interest is to identify
protected and unprotected land of interest for conservation or recreation use. This
inventory has been developed by reviewing the files of lands owned by the City and lands

with special tax-exempt or tax-reduced status. Each parcel was then identified and
categorized by the level of protection, afforded the parcel. The list of unprotected
privately-held lands was then culled to eliminate all lands targeted for development (such
as single house lots and approved subdivisions).
Table 5-1 summarizes the key open space and recreation lands in West Springfield. The
inventory categorizes the conservation, recreation and significant vacant lands in the City
and identifies the location, area, owner/management, level of protection, and also
includes details about the parcels and whether or not there is public access to the parcel.
It is important to recognize that parcels subject to Chapter 61 restrictions are not
protected in perpetuity, they are vulnerable to development and the protection offered to
the community is minimal. Privately owned parcels encumbered by perpetual
conservation restrictions are also protected open space.

5. A.1. Land Protected From Development
Protected parcels comprise approximately 1,785 acres and include land owned by the
City, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and private organizations. City owned lands
include parks and playgrounds (400± acres), watershed protection areas (1,380± acres),
and City conservation lands (4± acres). Public land is identified by State land use codes
to differentiate between the levels of government that owns the property: Commonwealth
of Massachusetts (901), Counties (902) and Municipalities (903). These codes are helpful
when reviewing assessor's records.
In addition to publicly held parcels, privately owned land may also be permanently
protected from development. For example, a property owner might be willing to sell or
donate a conservation restriction which would prevent future development on the land
when it is sold to new owners. Oftentimes, this land is preserved, but not available for
public access. The use of conservation easements (also known as conservation
restrictions) is helpful in maintaining community character.
The City Planning Department maintains an inventory of City-owned parcels. This
inventory, which includes conservation lands, dikes, public buildings and services, parks,
playgrounds and other vacant parcels, is included as Section 13.

5. A.2. Private Parcels
Private open lands can be offered various levels of protection. The designation of private
parcels as Forestlands (Chapter 61), Farmlands (Chapter 61A), or Private Recreation
lands (Chapter 61B) restricts the use of land in exchange for significant reduction in
taxes.
Properties under Chapter 61 designations allow the City a right of first refusal to purchase
the land should the property owner intend to take the land out of the restricted status.
Land may be taken out of Chapter 61, 61A or 61B classification by notifying the City and

paying a withdrawal penalty tax. However, such land may not be sold for, or converted
to, residential, commercial or industrial use while taxed under the classification without
written notification of the municipality in which it is located. The City has 120 days to
exercise its right of first refusal option to purchase the land. Should this time period pass
and/or the City states in writing that it will not act on its option, the land may be
developed for alternative use(s) -removing it from its "open" status as forest, farm or
recreation land. For this reason, Chapter 61 lands effectively have very little protection
because of the short window of time that the City has the opportunity to exercise its
purchase option. Currently there are approximately 365 acres so designated in West
Springfield.
There are currently no agricultural parcels under the state’s Agricultural Preservation
Restriction program.

5. A.3. Chapter 61 Forest Lands
Chapter 61 Forest Lands require a minimum of ten contiguous acres under a minimum
10-year management plan certified by the State Forester. Once the application has been
received and approved, the classification statement functions as a lien upon the land for
taxes levied under the provisions of M.G .L Chapter 61. The landowner must refile every
ten years or the land shall be removed from classification by the City Assessor. A tax is
payable on stumpage income for the two years prior to management and a much reduced
property tax is payable once per year of management. Approximately 164 acres in West
Springfield are classified as Chapter 61 Forest Lands.

5. A.4. Chapter 61A Farmlands
Farmland requires a minimum of five contiguous acres "actively devoted" to agricultural
or horticultural use. These classifications include animals, fruits, vegetables, and forest
products. To qualify as "actively devoted" a minimum of 500 dollars in gross sales
income during the prior two years is required. One must apply to the City Board of
Assessors for consideration, and the status must be renewed every year. A reduced
property tax is applied if approved. There are presently four parcels (38 acres) classified
under Chapter 61A farmlands.

5. A.5. Chapter 61B Private Recreation Lands
Chapter 61B Private Recreation land must have a minimum of five acres that is left wild
and/or maintained for wildlife habitat or used for recreational purposes by the public or a
private non-profit group. One must apply to the City Board of Assessors for consideration
and the status must be renewed every year. A reduced property tax results if approved.
One hundred and sixty three (163) acres of the Springfield Country Club is designated as
Private Recreation - Chapter 6lB land.

5. A.6. Private Tax Exempt Land
While publicly owned property is the most highly protected from future development,
private tax-exempt land does not offer protection. Private tax-exempt lands in West
Springfield include those lands owned by the Dominican Nuns, Eastern States
Exposition, fraternal organizations, churches, etc. Approximately 300 acres of tax exempt
land are owned by various churches. Although these lands are tax exempt, the land is
privately owned, and the owners have the right to sell or develop their property for other
uses.

5. A.7. Conservation Restrictions
Conservation Restrictions can be placed on a parcel of land for a specified number of
years or in perpetuity. The conservation restriction (or easement) is a restriction to
particular specified uses or from development. The restriction runs with the land and is
recorded in a deed instrument. This tool functions to retain the property in its natural state
or in agricultural, farming, or forest use; to permit public recreation; or to restrict
development activities. Conservation restrictions, sometimes called development
restrictions, must be granted voluntarily, however, the Conservation Commission and/or
Planning Board can encourage this mechanism as a way of maintaining privately owned
land in a natural state. There is currently one parcel that has a conservation restriction,
totaling 4 acres.
Table 5-5: Summary of Exempt Parcels
Type of Land

Approximate Area

Chapter 61 land

164.1 acres

Chapter 61A land

37.76 acres

Chapter 61B land

163 acres

Federal Land

0.66 acres

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

564.48 acres

City-owned land

2,083 acres

Charitable Organizations

35.05 acres

Religious

304.63 acres

Non-Profit Organizations

18.15 acres

Source: Tax Assessor, March 2015

5. B. Public and Non-Profit Parcels
5. B.1. City Owned Land
The Mayor is the final decision making authority for issues concerning City-owned land.
Under the Mayor’s direction, the Park and Recreation Commission plans, designs, and
implements policies overseeing the management of City-owned recreational facilities as
well as organizing, conducting and evaluating recreation, leisure and cultural activities.
The Department of Public Works is responsible for the maintenance of the recreational
and park facilities. The Conservation Commission seeks to protect natural resources,
preserve open space, increase environmental awareness, and promote linkages of open
space corridors.
Table 5-3: Recreational Facilities in West Springfield
Name

Location

1. Alice Corson Playground

Main Street

2. Center Playground

Park Street

3. Charles Regan Playground

Highland Avenue

4. Cook's Playground

Amostown Road

5. John Ashley School

Massasoit Street

6. John F. Fausey School

Amostown Road

7. Memorial Pool

Smyrna Street

8. Memorial School

Baldwin Street

9. Mittineague Park

Westfield Street

10. Ohio Avenue Playfield

Ohio Avenue

11. New Tatham School

Laurel Road

12. Old Tatham Field

Westfield Street

13. Town Common

Park Street

14. Town Common

Elm Street

15.Cowing School

Elm Street

16. Veterans Field

City View Avenue

17. Senior High School

Piper Road

18. Middle School

Amostown Road

19. River’s Edge Sports Park

Ashley Avenue

20. Tom’s Launch

Riverdale Street

21. Morgan Road Pavilion

Morgan Road

Source: West Springfield Parks and Recreation Department March 2015;

5. B.2. Watershed Protection Lands
A portion of West Springfield's emergency water supply comes from Bear Hole
Reservoir in the western region of the City. The Department of Public Works -Water
Division presently maintains approximately 1,380 acres of land for the purpose of current
and future water supply protection. These lands have been identified as important for
resource protection and are therefore protected from development by Article 97 of the
state constitution.

5. B.3. State Owned Lands
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts presently owns approximately 564 acres of land in
West Springfield. MassDOT also owns land in West Springfield. Much of this land
consists of highways and a Massachusetts Highway Department garage facility.

5. B.4. Private Land Restricted from Development
Lands in this category are those owned by private conservation organizations or lands
that are encumbered by a perpetual conservation restriction. According to West
Springfield Assessors’ records, Valley Land Fund owns some land along both the
Connecticut and Westfield Rivers. The Winding River Land Conservancy owns two
parcels totaling 22 acres, one located along the Westfield River and another on top of
East Mountain.

5. C. Opportunity Areas
Opportunities certainly exist in West Springfield to expand its inventory of publicly
available open space and recreation land. Expanding the City's open space and recreation
inventory should be consistent with the City's policies toward open space acquisition and
community needs. Sections 6 and 8 discuss the goals in satisfying its interests and needs
in Open Space and Recreation land. Section 7 documents the needs of the community in
the form of a summary of items described earlier in the text, and analyzes the needs.
Section 9 is the Action Plan, which identifies the seven year plan for implementation of
responses to community and regional needs.

5. D. Park Equity
During the update process park equity issues were examined through mapping analysis
and community input. Although there is a good geographic spread of recreational areas,
some gaps exist both geographically and in terms of offerings at each of the community’s

parks, schools and other protected areas. Most of the parks that have active recreational
activities occur in close proximity to the community’s population density and areas of the
greatest economic need, however not all parks offer the same nor equal amenities.
West Springfield’s Park Equity maps consist of two separate maps, one showing parks
and the 10 minute walks surrounding them, and density of populations under 18 years
old, and another map showing parks and their 10 minute walk buffers along with
environmental justice populations. Both the maps show that the southern portion of the
City is almost entirely covered by existing park and recreation locations, but the northern
portion of the City, especially the northern area is lacking both active and passive
recreation opportunities for citizens.
The first map shows park locations and population density of children less than 18 years
of age. As the number of children increases, the green color becomes darker. In the
densest areas, between 23.1% and 28.1% of the entire population are children under 18
years of age. Using this information one can interpret the map and see that most of the
children in West Springfield are living in one of two places, the Merrick Section, or in the
central section of the City. Both of these locations are covered by a park and its
corresponding 10 minute walk buffer. However, in the Merrick Section only one true
park and one school with athletic fields exist. The Town Common is shown on these
maps as an open space and recreation area, but it is used for passive recreation only. In
order to provide sufficient active recreation space for the high density of children living
in this area, another recreation area is needed. As a contrast, the central part of the City
has several recreation areas and school athletic fields, which provide sufficient coverage
of the needs of the density of children living there.
Although the southern half of West Springfield contains open space and recreation areas,
the northern half is lacking. As shown in orange, a large portion of the north west is Bear
Hole watershed. This area of land is a protected watershed area that is currently used as
passive recreation by the citizens of West Springfield. There are no formal trails or
activities organized by the West Springfield Parks and Recreation Department, so we
have not considered the area to be “open space and recreation” land, but wish to show
that this large swath of land is uninhabited and could be used as recreation land in the
future. Other than the Bear Hole watershed, the northern portion of the City is largely
without recreation opportunities, leaving a high percentage of children without
opportunities within a 10 minute walking distance from their homes.
The second map shows parks, their 10 minute walk buffers, and environmental justice
populations. This map has similarities with the previous park equity map, where the
densest populations in the Merrick Section also have a large percentage of low income
populations, minority and low income populations, as well as minority, low income, and
English isolation populations. The same problem with the lack of parks and recreation
areas is in this area, where there is only one true park and one school with athletic fields.

This area is lowest in income, has the highest minority populations, and portions are
English isolation, but also has the fewest recreation opportunities.
Another area, the northeast, is shown as having high percentage of minority populations,
is only partially covered by two parks and their 10 minute walking buffer. Although a
large portion of the land in this area is used by Routes 90 and 91, there is a significant
lack of recreational opportunities for the minority populations.
Youth under 18 years of age were analyzed consistent with the 2012 State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan Draft, which found that youth are the largest
users of parks. Environmental Justice communities are shown in the second map
depicting each park’s 10 minute walking radius. This map has similarities with the
previous park equity map, where the densest populations in the Merrick/Memorial
neighborhoods also have a large percentage minority and low income populations, as
well as minority, low-income, and English isolations populations. Geographically, both
maps show the southern portion of the City is almost entirely covered by existing park
and recreation facilities, with northern areas lacking both parks and especially lacking in
active recreational opportunities in those parks.
Despite the maps showing a good geographic distribution of parks within our most
densely populated areas, The City recognizes the socio-economic barriers to access and
use of these parks. Factors such as lack of mobility and language, or cultural barriers
influence park usage and its enjoyment by all residents. The southeastern part of the City
has recently experienced an influx of refugees representing groups from the former
Russian republics, East Africa, Southeast Asia and the Middle East. The City must
continue outreach with these communities and their representatives to ensure that they
feel welcomed and accommodated by City open space and recreational facilities and
programs.
See Section 12 Park Equity Map for more information.

Section Six
Community Vision
6.0 COMMUNITY GOALS
6.1 Description of Process
This Open Space and Recreation Plan Update, which began in the winter of 2015, complies the
findings of an Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee appointed by Mayor Sullivan
and includes feedback from the public via a kick-off meeting, survey, and public outreach
session held on April 30, 2015 at the Senior Center.
The goals included in this Open Space and Recreation Plan were developed through public input
from the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee and the citizens who attended the public
outreach session. The Open Space Committee included representatives from the City Council,
Planning Board, Parks & Recreation Commission, Conservation Commission, Historical
Commission, School Athletic Department, Chamber of Commerce, Environmental Committee,
Tree Committee, and members of the public. Along with City staff and additional members of
the public, the Committee and City staff drafted this plan. Once the draft plan was written, there
were several public hearings with the goal of obtaining further comments from the public.
An outreach session was held on April 30, 2015 at the Senior Center, which is located within one
of the major environmental justice neighborhoods in West Springfield. The topics during this
session included a mapping exercise where people identified where they live, work and recreate,
and a general citizen speak out where people were able to express what they believed was needed
for the future of open space and recreation in West Springfield. A survey was created and
distributed through the City’s website and social media sites, as well as in paper form. The Open
Space and Recreation Plan Update Committee held a total of 6 meetings, where the public was
welcome to share their thoughts at each meeting. Also during the Committee meetings, a
mapping exercise where people were able to pin where they recreate and discuss issues and
opportunities was conducted. See Section 11 for more information about these specific public
participation processes.
The plan was reviewed and accepted by the West Springfield Planning Board on December 16,
2015.

6.2 Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals
West Springfield’s natural character, recreational resources, and close-knit community
atmosphere defines the city. The City will strive to preserve, enhance, and enlarge existing open
space for the benefit of our community through private public partnership using all available
means including Community Preservation Act funds. In order to protect and maintain the

resources which West Springfield’s citizen’s value, this Open Space and Recreation Plan update
will lay the ground work for future open space and recreational facilities and opportunities.
We seek to improve recreational opportunities through proper facility maintenance and program
management, while seeking opportunities to improve facilities, programming and properties
dedicated to open space and recreation. Recognizing West Springfield’s unique natural setting
including two major rivers, riparian corridors, abundance of wetlands, and unique geology,
efforts will be made to accentuate these features to give the community’s greatest asset, its
people, access, understanding, programming and facilities that will perpetuate our close
community as a good place to raise a family providing active and passive recreational
opportunities to our existing and new cultures. At every avenue West Springfield will build
public and private partnerships, seek grant funding, and capitalize on volunteerism of our
resident’s willingness to help one another in supporting the goal of providing quality open space
and recreational lands, facilities, and programming. The specific goals related to open space and
recreation in West Springfield are:
• Reduce loss of open space due to new development
•

Improve existing recreational facilities to provide secure and safe recreational
opportunities for all residents

•

Improve Mittineague Park to provide open space and a recreational space for
everyone

•

Protect and improve Bear Hole Watershed as passive recreation space

•

Obtain land and create public private partnerships in areas identified in the Park
Equity Map as lacking open space and recreational opportunities

•

Protect, maintain, and enhance existing natural and scenic resources

•

Provide visual and physical access to water resources

•

Establish a policy for open space acquisition

•

Recognize, preserve, and protect the value of open space

•

Farmland preservation and community garden creation

Section 7
Analysis of Needs
7.0 ANALYSIS OF NEEDS
West Springfield’s location near the population and transportation crossroads of western
Massachusetts continues to influence the community. Making West Springfield a livable place
has always been a goal of City government; West Springfield is not a “company town” or a
community where one social factor has outweighed other priorities. As the Community peers
over the final ridge of complete build out, it is in a privileged position to plan for its remaining
undeveloped land and link the intentional and accidental protected areas into a system that
provides integrated access between large protected lands; creates and protects wildlife corridors;
and protects water quality and flood protection functions while providing multiple recreational
opportunities to its citizens. A failure to act in the present will promote further fragmentation of
natural resources and create isolated neighborhoods with little connection to each other and the
natural environment except by roadway in the future.

7.1 Summary of Resource Protection Needs
In 2008, parcels of land acquired between the flood control levee and the Connecticut River were
the first significant additions of open space since the early 1980s. From 2005-2013, however,
development outpaced open space protection with 56 acres of newly developed land and 30 acres
of newly protected open space. Overall, 1,499 acres are protected in perpetuity, which is only
13.4% of total acreage of the City. Among this protected land, 52% of BioMap2 Critical Natural
Landscape is protected. In total, 54% of West Springfield’s land is developed, with 40% of land
in a natural state and 6% is open land (land used for agricultural areas, bare soil or low
vegetation). While it is impressive that a significant portion of Critical Natural Landscape is
protected, those lands are concentrated in Bear Hole watershed area and along the banks of the
Westfield River. Their ecosystem services would be enhanced by connecting them to each other
and to other protected areas in the interior of the City. Corridors benefit the movement of
wildlife and will also create an opportunity for residents to traverse the City by way of green
corridors.
As West Springfield nears build-out, there are a limited number of open space parcels remaining.
Some of these areas abut protected areas and are important to maintaining the integrity of the
surrounding habitat. These areas in particular should be targeted for protection through
subdivision controls (such as requiring cluster developments to increase contiguous open space),
a transfer of development rights policy, purchase of conservation restrictions (perhaps through
partnerships with local land trusts), or outright acquisition. In addition, residents also expressed
a desire for open space to be acquired and maintained for the simple values open space provides
– scenic vistas, passive recreation, and room to wander. A policy for open space acquisition,
which establishes criteria based on the public’s desires and City goals, is needed.

West Springfield is bordered by two of the state’s most prominent rivers, but public access is
limited to these great natural resources. This is also the case in Bear Hole watershed, which has
no formal access points or maintained internal trail system. Increasing formal public access to
and awareness of these sites will not only provide enhanced recreation but also help prevent
unchecked misuse and illegal activities (such as dumping and unauthorized motorized recreation)
that damage the environment. These concerns have been addressed and discussed further in the
Bear Hole Conservation Vision Plan recently completed by Mass Audubon.

7.2 Summary of Community Needs
Through the public visioning session and the survey, residents expressed a desire to see existing
open space and recreation facilities improved. Recreational facilities and open space
opportunities need to reflect the evolving composition of West Springfield’s population (in terms
of age and cultures). Many of the recreational fields and facilities are located far from large
segments of the population, particularly from residents in the northwestern section of the City
where there is a large proportion of young people. New or upgraded facilities in those areas
should be pursued, particularly through public-private partnerships where feasible.
Proper maintenance of active recreational facilities will decrease costs resulting from costly
renovation of these facilities and will ensure a longer useful life. Mittineague Park was identified
throughout the planning process by participants in public forums as underutilized.
Approximately 40 acres of the 325 acre park are developed for active recreation. Similarly,
playing fields within the developed areas are being over-utilized, giving fields little chance for
recovery and maintenance. It will also be important to renovate and bring the Memorial School
playground area up to ADA code.
Residents value Bear Hole watershed area, but a surprising number of survey respondents did not
know it existed. Increasing awareness and building more formalized access will help ensure
residents do not miss out on the recreational offerings this large area of the City’s land presents.
In addition, residents generally would like to see more recreational opportunities such as
walking/biking trails for adults. This is consistent with the 2012 Massachusetts Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), in which hiking trails close to home were
noted by the public as the most needed resource. According to the 2012 SCORP, drinking water
protection ranks third behind wildlife habitat protection and improving quality of life in terms of
the values statewide residents identify with the outdoors. In West Springfield, drinking water
supply protection ranked first, followed by protection of open space, water resources, and
wildlife habitat, which attaches yet more importance to protecting the Bear Hole watershed area,
which is used as a backup water supply.
During the completion of the last OSRP, West Springfield wrestled with the issue of the status
and level of protection afforded the Bear Hole surface water supply lands. Further investigation

is now needed to determine how best to manage these lands for water supply protection and
passive recreational purposes.
Security was an important issue addressed at the visioning session; residents do not always feel
safe in areas that are secluded from public view, such as along the river banks and in some parks
and open space areas. This is in contrast to the 2012 SCORP, in which safety was not a reason
cited as why people did not recreate outdoors.
West Springfield has responded to both the 2006 and 2012 SCORPs’ goals by increasing access
to water-based recreation through the completion of the Thomas A. Lagodich Riverfront Park
Canoe and Kayak Launch (also known as “Tom’s Launch”). Survey and visioning session
respondents still noted a desire to access the Westfield and Connecticut Rivers, however,
particularly in the form of walking trails. The goals and objectives of this plan embody the need
for both increased river-access facilities and awareness of existing facilities.
Elderly and teen populations received special attention throughout the public visioning session. It
was important for the elderly to have access to the recently improved parks and recreation areas.
The Parks and Recreation Department is working to increase accessibility of all parks, especially
any recreation areas located near elderly housing developments. As far as the teen populations,
the Parks and Recreation Department is looking to update and renovate the existing skate park,
which has been in high demand and therefore is currently in need of renovation and formalizing
disc golf and geo-caching programs in existing parks.

7.3 Management Needs, Potential Change of Use
The multitude of committee organizations involved in open space and recreation needs and
concerns within West Springfield have been working together and will continue to work together
to promote the goals and objectives within this Open Space and Recreation Plan. During several
of the Open Space and Recreation Committee meetings, discussion was held regarding the
creation of a community grant writer position to help fund the community’s needs in terms of
recreation and open space. This grant writer position may provide aid to all departments seeking
open space and recreation monies. Another change which will place more emphasis on park and
playground maintenance and upkeep is the creation of a City Central Maintenance Department in
fiscal year 2016. The Parks and Recreation Department is hopeful this new department will
create a maintenance schedule for all facilities.
The Parks and Recreation Department has a Mittineague Park Master Plan which includes plans
for future improvements within the park including improvements of vehicular circulation, new
parking lot areas, more community gardens, and increased security measures including cameras
and informational signage. The desire is to make Mittineague Park easier to navigate and more
attractive to all citizens of West Springfield, whether walking, driving, or using public
transportation to access the Park. One solution to the current circulation issue may be to purchase

55 Altamont Avenue if it becomes available for sale. Not only would this property add 2.3 acres
of open space and recreation land to Mittineague Park, but it could provide a secondary entrance
or exit from Mittineague Park and a direct access drive to the recently renovated Unico Building.
For the Bear Hole watershed area, the Parks and Recreation Department has no plans to create
active recreational opportunities within the Bear Hole watershed area, as explained in several
sections of the document; the idea is to maintain the watershed area as a passive recreation space.

Section 8
Goals and Objectives
The following goals and objectives are listed in order of priority.

8.0 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goal 1: Reduce Loss of Open Space Due to New Development
There are a limited number of acres of open space remaining in West Springfield. It is crucial
that as much can be preserved as possible, either through transfer of development rights,
modifying subdivision regulations to encourage cluster development rather than traditional
development, or simply preservation of the open space before it is sold to a developer.
Creating a full-time grant writer was important at several public meetings. Not only would this
new position be looking for and applying for grants for open space and recreation opportunities,
but for any grant that could help any municipal department in West Springfield. This position
would be important as it would ensure no potential grant would be overlooked or not applied for.
Possible funding for this goal would be through eminent domain, the Community Preservation
Act funding, free cash/yearly budgeting, and through grants from the state of Massachusetts.
1. Encourage patterns of design and development that emphasize conservation of natural
resources through modification of existing subdivision development regulations.
2. Establish transfer-of-development rights in order to encourage new development in
specified areas that are already partially developed in exchange for leaving certain
open space areas untouched.
3. Work to preserve open space through the Community Preservation Committee and
other land conservation organizations prior to land being purchased by a developer.
4. Create a grant writer position for the City of West Springfield and hire an experienced
individual who will seek out grants for open space and recreation as well as
opportunities for other Departments.

Goal 2: Improve Existing Recreational Facilities to Provide Secure and Safe
Recreational Opportunities for all Residents
Increased population at a higher density is putting a strain on existing resources. In meetings,
surveys, and forums people wanted more facilities as well as improved maintenance of existing
facilities. Several specific activities requested at public meetings were adult fitness areas
integrated with existing playground areas; a dog park; and an outdoor hockey rink. Discussions
also included increasing the amount of technology in all parks by providing Wifi internet access
as a benefit for visitors and an added security measure, as security cameras may be installed as
soon as internet access is provided.

Working to create public-private partnerships will also be important in West Springfield’s
pursuit to improve existing recreation facilities as well as provide new facilities for all residents.
Possible funding for this goal would be through the Community Preservation Act funding, free
cash/yearly budgeting, and from the Friends of the Parks and Recreation Department, a 501(c )3.
1. Evaluate organized and non-organized uses and needs of current facilities to identify
needs not satisfied.
2. Continue to make recreation facilities and programs available for all residents
regardless of age or ability (mentally or physically challenged, disadvantaged).
3. Create an outdoor hockey rink for winter recreation.
4. Improve the Town Common
5. Increase the amounts of technology in the parks to allow security cameras to be
installed and for all users of parks to have access to Wifi internet.
6. Create a security plan for all parks and recreation facilities and locations.
7. Install security systems and other security measures for all recreation spaces when
possible.
8. Work with the Police Department to maintain safe open space areas for passive
recreation.
9. Develop neighborhood parks for non-organized recreational use.
10. Establish maintenance schedule for all recreation lands including parks and
playgrounds.
11. Work to create public-private partnerships with open space and recreational
organizations to preserve open space and to increase the amount and types of
recreational facilities in West Springfield.
12. Move in the direction to improve all playground equipment when appropriate.
13. Improve the Memorial Playground equipment as the last upgrade took place about 17
years ago.
14. Upgrade pedestrian crossing signals in the downtown area to increase safety for all
users of the Public Library and Town Common.
15. Create a dog park within one of the existing park facilities.

Goal 3: Improve Mittineague Park to Provide Open Space and a Recreational Space
for Everyone
Many residents expressed how important Mittineague Park is to their enjoyment of West
Springfield’s parks and recreation experience. Although many improvements have been made in
the past years, some other things people wanted were restroom facilities, a better traffic
circulation pattern, re-establishment of the adult fitness trail, more security cameras, and to
include more signage within the park for security, general knowledge, and to help people realize
what improvements have already been made and what the future plans for the park are. Possible
funding for this goal would be through the Community Preservation Act funding, free
cash/yearly budgeting, a PARC grant, and from the Friends of the Parks and Recreation
Department, a 501(c )3.
1. Provide restroom facilities for users of the park.
2. Work to create a new traffic pattern and better vehicular circulation through
Mittineague Park.
3. Create a disc golf facility in Mittineague Park.
4. Install street and parking lot lights by extending electricity to the New Tatham soccer
fields and install parking lighting and street lighting to Unico Building and horseshoe
pits.
5. Create a re-pavement plan for Mittineague Park including storm water management
for all impervious surfaces and improving existing parking areas around the pavilions.
6. If it becomes available for sale, purchase 55 Altamont Avenue in order to add acreage
to Mittineague Park and create a better traffic circulation pattern for the park.
7. Install security cameras around the pavilions.
8. Create a signage plan for the Park.
9. Install historic markings of old farm house and barn.

Goal 4: Protect and Improve Bear Hole Watershed as Passive Recreation Space
Maintaining Bear Hole Watershed as a passive recreation resource for the people of West
Springfield was a major priority at all of the public meetings. Throughout the past years rumors
have swirled that the City intended to create playgrounds, playing fields, and other active
recreation areas in Bear Hole, but nothing could be further from the truth. West Springfield has
no intentions of changing Bear Hole in any way or creating any type of active recreation
facilities. The goal of both City Officials and citizens is to keep the watershed area the way it
currently is, and to work to eliminate any undesirable uses currently taking place in the
watershed area. Education of citizens will go a long way to ease the fears of potential

development. Possible funding for this goal would be through the Community Preservation Act
funding and conservation restrictions.
1. Maintain and promote Bear Hole Watershed as a passive recreational area.
2. Ensure all citizens understand that there is no plan to create active recreation
opportunities in Bear Hole.
3. Educate people as to why maintaining Bear Hole Watershed as passive recreation is
important to wildlife and plant populations and air quality.

Goal 5: Acquire Land and Create Public Private Partnerships in Areas Identified in
the Park Equity Map as Lacking Open Space and Recreational Opportunities
The Park Equity Map located in the Appendix section shows which areas in West Springfield are
lacking open space and recreation areas. There are large areas in which there are no parks or
recreation areas to serve the people living nearby; the majority of this area is in the northwest
corner of the City. Although Bear Hole Watershed takes up much of this area, the park equity
map looked at active recreation opportunities, so the passive recreation area is not included in the
mapping. Although there are a multitude of passive recreation opportunities in this portion of the
City, there is a significant lack of playgrounds or playing fields. While it appears in the park
equity map that there is a park within walking distance for the entire Merrick-Memorial
neighborhood, it should be noted that in reality the CSX rail yard cuts the neighborhood area in
half, leaving many residents far from any recreation opportunities. Additionally, although there
are recreation facilities in this neighborhood, the density of the population requires more
recreation locations. It is important to obtain land for open space and recreation in the most
underserved neighborhoods. Possible funding for this goal would be through eminent domain,
from a land trust, through a public-private partnership, or a PARC grant.
1. Establish open space/recreation areas for lacking neighborhoods.
2. Identify any private-public partnership opportunities for recreation space in the
underserved neighborhoods.
3. Focus on the Merrick-Memorial neighborhoods and work to identify suitable parcels
of land to potentially purchase for recreation use
4. Create a multi-use playing field in the Merrick neighborhood.
5. Research the feasibility of creating community gardens on vacant parcels of land in
the Merrick-Memorial neighborhoods.

Goal 6: Protect, Maintain, and Enhance Existing Natural and Scenic Resources

Protecting, maintaining, and enhancing existing natural and scenic resources helps increase the
quality of life for the people living in and visiting West Springfield. Not only should the focus
be on the two major passive recreation areas, Mittineague Park and Bear Hole Watershed, but
more emphasis should be placed on the possibility of acquiring additional properties between
these two significant recreation areas to create wildlife corridors to and from other parts of the
community. There should also be more emphasis on connecting and enhancing existing
resources, as the remaining natural landscape is limited in West Springfield. Possible funding for
this goal would be through a conservation restriction or a gift of land.
1. Continually work to preserve open space to create wildlife corridors surrounding
Mittineague Park and the Bear Hole Watershed to grow these recreation areas.
2. Promote the rehabilitation of significant buildings for appropriate reuse.

Goal 7: Provide Visual and Physical Access to Water Resources
The Connecticut and Westfield Rivers form the eastern and southern borders of West
Springfield, respectively. The flood control levees, bridges, highways and railroads have created
barriers to river access. Until recently West Springfield had no public access point to the
Connecticut River. Tom’s Launch, funded by a PARC grant, has re-established access to the
Connecticut River. Access will also be developed through construction of bike trails and walking
paths along the flood control levees. In the future, walking and bike paths can be extended along
the Connecticut River to connect to other City-owned parcels of land and to State owned
conservation land close to the Holyoke border. These future connections may lay the
groundwork for the creation of a northern river front park area. In addition to the bike path along
the Connecticut River which is already planned, there is a possibility of creating additional
access points to the river and extension of the bike trail along the ends of several streets along
Riverdale Street such as Hayes Avenue and Wayside Avenue. Possible funding for this goal
would be through the Community Preservation Act or a PARC grant.
In order to access the Westfield River, the establishment of a crossing of the CSX railroad to
safely reach the southern end of Mittineague Park or establishment of additional canoe access
points within Mittinague Park should be pursued. Encouraging access to the river will give
people a chance to interact with these riverine environments that boast intact riparian forests and
opportunities to see the American Bald Eagle. Citizen access to the river will provide them with
opportunities to familiarize themselves with the rivers and gain a sense of understanding and
ownership that can lead to greater protection for these important resources. At several of the
public meetings, it was mentioned that there need to be more locations along the Westfield River
to put in and take out a kayak or canoe. Several locations along Westfield Street were mentioned,
as well as improving the existing access to the river in Mittineague Park. It would also be
important to provide signage and parking for these launch areas, so people know where to go to
recreate on the rivers.

1. Enhance views from various roadways to the Connecticut River.
2. Coordinate with neighboring communities and regional planning commission to
construct recreational walk/bikeway along/across Rivers.
3. Create and/or formalize physical public access to the Westfield and Connecticut
Rivers.
4. Improve existing and create new canoe and kayak access points along the Westfield
River, either within Mittineague Park or along Westfield Street (Route 20).
5. Partner with surrounding communities to share information and location of canoe and
kayak access to the Westfield and Connecticut Rivers.
6. Connect City-owned parcels of land along the Connecticut River to create a walking
path and a river front park area.

Goal 8: Establish a Policy for Open Space Acquisition
The Committee along with representatives from the City staff discussed the importance of
establishing a policy for open space acquisition. Such a policy will help the City acquire
desirable pieces of property when they become available. It would be helpful for the City to
partner with the Community Preservation Committee and other land trust organizations in order
to preserve remaining open space both proactively and as opportunities arise. The policy could
either be to purchase the land and own it outright, or to purchase a conservation restriction over
the property in order to limit the future development. Another possibility is adopting transfer-ofdevelopment-rights in order to preserve open space and recreation land and to encourage
development in areas that are already developed. It is also important for City officials to create
and maintain a list of desirable properties (such as Chapter 61 lands) that are currently privately
owned but would be great assets to the open space and recreation already controlled by West
Springfield if the opportunity arose. No budget would be needed for this goal, an initiative from
the Mayor would be necessary.
1. Identify future recreation needs specific to City's established and newer
neighborhoods.
2. Identify lands suitable for protection and assist the effort for the Community
Preservation Act Committee to preserve this land.
3. Establish an advisory group responsible for such activities as public awareness, land
management, fund raising and pursuing creative mechanisms for resource protection.
4. Encourage land owner participation with existing Federal and State programs
associated with the protection of open space and natural resources.

5. Working with all City Departments, create a list of privately owned properties that
would be ideal for parks and recreation or open space land if ever sold.

Goal 9: Recognize, Preserve, and Protect the Value of Open Space
Existing public and private open space provides significant benefits to the City in terms of
watershed protection, habitat values, view sheds, and recreation. The City should maintain its
existing open space for aesthetic, habitat, and passive recreational purposes. Maintaining existing
open space as open space and not developing it with active recreation in mind was viewed as
very important at several committee meetings. It was important to many that not all newly
acquired land should become a playground or an area where all existing natural resources are
cleared in order to create playing fields. Preserving this land as open space would also aid in the
creation and maintenance of wildlife corridors throughout West Springfield. No budget would be
needed for this goal, an initiative from the Mayor would be necessary.
1. Work to further develop and add programming to existing park areas and keep land
that is currently used for passive recreation as open space.
2. Continue to identify land parcels which could create wildlife corridors and create
connections between already protected open space and recreation areas.
3. Provide long-range protection for sources of existing and future public drinking water
supply.
4. Participate and implement regional environmental policies and continue to work
regionally to respond responsibly to any new and continuing environmental issues.
5. Develop a management plan to control ATV use and other illegal destructive
activities within the Bear Hole watershed area.
6. Maintain Bear Hole as a passive recreation area, with no introduction of active
recreation within the bounds.

Goal 10: Farmland Preservation and Community Garden Creation
Currently 4 parcels, totaling 38 acres, are protected under Chapter 61A. This protection provides
those parcels with a limited amount of protection from development because the owner has less
financial incentive to develop the land due to the decreased tax burden, and the City has the right
of first refusal to purchase the property if it is put up for sale. Currently no farmland in West
Springfield is enrolled in the state’s Agricultural Preservation and Restriction Program. Although
West Springfield already has community garden plots in Mittineague Park, there are no other
community gardening ordinances which allows community gardening in residential
neighborhoods, either on privately owned parcels less than 5 acres or on City-owned land. If
there is a desire to include such farming uses in denser residential areas, the community should

adopt ordinances that regulate such practices. Possible funding for this goal would be through the
Agricultural Preservation Restriction program.
1. Promote farmland protection opportunities for all landowners.
2. Work to create additional community gardens on City-owned land.
3. Adopt Community Gardening Ordinances to allow for farming on parcels less than 5
acres.

Section 9
Seven Year Action Plan
The following actions are listed in order of priority.

9.0 SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN
1. Reduce Loss of Open Space Due to New Development
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Draft changes to Subdivision Regulations to
promote cluster development rather than
traditional development

Planning
Division

2017

Town budget

Research and propose transfer development
rights for new Subdivision Regulations
Identify potentially developable parcels
which could be preserved by the CPC prior
to development
Create a grant writer position to seek out
grants for open space and recreation as
well as opportunities for other

Planning
Division
Planning/Co
nservation
Division,
CPC
City wide

2017

Town budget

Winter 2016 Town budget

2022

Town budget

2. Improve Existing Recreational Facilities to Provide Recreational Opportunities
for all Residents
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Conduct evaluation survey for current
facilities

Parks &
Recreation

2017

Town budget,
FOPAR

Develop a security plan for all parks and
recreation
facilities including but not limited to
Chose an appropriate location for and
construct
an outdoor ice skating rink

Parks &
Recreation,
Police Dept.
Parks &
Recreation

2022

Town budget

2016

Connect all parks to the internet and install
security cameras to increase the safety of
parks

Parks &
Recreation

2017

CPA, FOPAR,
Youth Sports
Association, Big E
Trust
Town budget,
Cable fund

Allow all users of parks to connect to free
Wifi
internet, allowing them to follow trail maps
easily online
Explore public-private partnerships

Improve pedestrian crossing signals near
library
Create a dog park facility within one of the
existing
parks

Parks &
Recreation

2017

Parks &
2018
Recreation,
Conservation
Division
Dept. of
2020
Public Works
Parks &
Recreation

2020

Town budget,
Private
partnership, Cable
fund
Town budget

Town budget,
Transportation
CPA, Stanton
Fund, Private
donations

3. Improve Mittineague Park to provide open space and a recreational space for
everyone
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Work to create better vehicular circulation
throughout Mittineague Park

Parks &
Recreation

2017

PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget

Install a disc golf course in Mittineague
Park
amongst the existing natural landscape
Find the best way to supply restroom
facilities for users
Install street lighting to Unico Building,
New Tatham soccer fields, and horseshoe
pits.

Parks &
Recreation

2017

Parks &
Recreation
Parks &
Recreation

2018

W.S. Youth Sports
Association,
Private donations
Town budget, User
fees
PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget

Install parking lot lighting for horseshoe pits
and the new parking area near Santa’s
House
Work on a re-pavement plan for the park
including storm water management

Parks &
Recreation

2018

Parks &
Recreation

2022

Improve parking areas and install security
cameras around the parking lots and
pavilions

Parks &
Recreation

2018

2020

PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget
Town budget, EPA
grant
PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget, Cable fund

Work to create a signage plan for the park
Parks &
for security and general knowledge purposes Recreation

2020

Install historic markings of foundations of
the old farm house and barn near Santa’s
House

2017

Parks &
Recreation

PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget
PARC Grant,
CPA, Town
budget

4. Protect and Improve Bear Hole Watershed as passive recreation space
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Develop a forest management plan for Bear
Hole Watershed in conjunction with timber
harvesting and carbon sequestration

Dept. of
2016
Public Works

CPA, State Budget
line item, DCR

Maintain Bear Hole Watershed as a passive
recreation area

City of West
Springfield

2022

Town budget

Educate citizens about the importance of
maintaining open space as open space for
wildlife through social media outlets

Conservation
Commission

2017

Town budget

5. Obtain land and create public private partnerships in areas identified in the Park
Equity Map as lacking open space and recreational opportunities
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Identify any private-public partnership
opportunities for recreation space
acquisition and improvement in underserved
neighborhoods.
Identify parcels in the Merrick-Memorial
neighborhoods that could be suitable for
recreational use and eventual purchase

Parks &
Recreation,
Planning
Dept.
Parks &
Recreation,
Planning
Dept.
Parks &
Recreation

2018

Town budget

2018

Town budget, Big
E Trust

2020

PARC Grant, CPA

Create a multi-use playing field in the
Merrick neighborhood.

6. Protect, Maintain, and Enhance Existing Natural and Scenic Resources
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Identify any open space parcels which could
create a wildlife corridor from Mittineague
Park to Bear Hole Watershed

Planning/
Conservation
Division

2017

Private donation,
Conservation
restriction, Town
budget

Make more connections and walking paths
between existing recreational resources
throughout the City

Parks &
Recreation,
Conservation

2022

PARC Grant,
CPA, private
donation

7. Provide Visual and Physical Access to Water Resources
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Bikeway/walkway along the Connecticut
River
Connect City-owned parcels along the
Connecticut River to create extended
walking paths and a riverfront park
Formalize public access points to the
Westfield and Connecticut Rivers

PVPC

2017

Parks &
Recreation,
Planning
Parks &
Recreation

2022

PARC Grant,
CPA, MA DOT
MA DOT

Improve existing points of access to the
Westfield River
Create a walking path from Front Street
mills to the Fish Ladder/Dam along the
Westfield River

Parks &
Recreation
Parks &
Recreation

2019

PARC Grant, MA
DOT, Federal
highway money
LWCF

2021

PARC Grant, CPA

Ongoing

8. Establish a Policy for Open Space Acquisition
Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Identify and prioritize lands suitable for
protection and acquisition
Establish an advisory group to increase
public awareness and funding for land
protection

Planning
Division
Planning/
Conservation
Division

2017

Town budget,
Town staff
Town budget,
Town staff

Identify potential funding sources for land
preservation

Conservation
Division

2017

Action

2017

Town budget,
Town staff

9. Recognize, Preserve, and Protect the Value of Open Space
Action

Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

If new programming or active recreation
sites are determined as needed or are
desirable, work to add them to an
existing park instead of using open space

Parks &
Recreation

2018

Town budget

Identify privately owned open space that
could create wildlife corridors between
already protected open spaces

Planning/
Conservation
Division

2017

Town budget

Mail information to owners of 5 + acres
undeveloped land encouraging
participation in land preservation
programs offered by the Federal and
State governments

Conservation
Division

2017

Town budget

10. Farmland Preservation and Community Garden Creation
Lead Agent

Expected
Completion

Funding Source

Inform agricultural landowners about Conservation
financial options for enhancing farm /Planning
viability and conservation (MA APR Division
program, etc)

2021

Town budget,
Town staff

Exercise option to acquire Chapter 61A
lands when they become available

Mayor’s
Office

2022

Town budget,
Town staff

Educate land owners of significant
agricultural parcels about Chapter 61
processes and benefits

Conservation
/ Planning
Division

2016

Town budget,
Town staff

Identify high value parcels at risk for
development
Acquire/protect high value parcels at
risk for development

City wide

2016

City wide

2022

Town budget,
Town staff
Town budget,
Town staff

Create an ordinance that allowed for
community gardening on City-owned
property with permission from the City

Planning/Co
nservation
Division

2018

PVPC, Town
budget, Town staff

Utilize additional public land for
community gardens

Mayor’s
Office, Dept.
of Public
Works,

2022

Town budget,
Town staff

Action

Section 10
ADA Compliance

APPENDIX B: ADA Self-Evaluation Report of Outdoor Recreational Facilities
Part 1 – Administrative Requirements
I.

ADA Coordinator Information
a. Name and Contact Information
Sandra A. MacFadyen
Human Resource Director
Human Resource Department
Town of West Springfield
26 Central Street
West Springfield, MA 01989
Phone: 413-263-3232
E-mail: smacfadyen@west-springfield.ma.us
b. Designation Letter from Sandra MacFadyen (see attached)

II.

Grievance Procedure – Town of West Springfield – for the General Public
EQUAL ACCESS TO OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION
FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES

APPENDIX B: ADA Self-Evaluation Report of Outdoor Recreational Facilities

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Alice Corson Playground and Waterpark

Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Access to Open Spaces

X

Back and Arm Rests
Adequate number
Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

N/A
X

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

X

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

X

Surface material

N/A

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

X

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

X
X

Location from accessible path into water

N/A

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

Same experience provided to all

N/A
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Berm cuts onto courts

X

Height

X

Regulation

Dimensions

X

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Alice Corson Playground and Waterpark

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A
X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X

No

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

Comment Transistion Notes

N/A

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

NA/
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Alice Corson Playground and Waterpark

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed, X
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

X

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

X

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

X

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

X

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

X

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

X

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

X

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

X

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

X

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A
X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecti ng

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

X
X

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

X

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

X

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

X

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

X

Clear,level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

X

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened
N/A
NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
X

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

X
X
X
X
X
X

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

X

Stall door is 36" wide

X

Stall door swings out

X

Stall door is self-closing

X

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Stall door has a pull latch

X

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

X

Coat hook is 54" high

X

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

X

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

X

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

X

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

X
X
X
X
X
X

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor
One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")
Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor
NOTES
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X
X
X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

X
N/A

X
X

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

X

Hand operated push button or level controls

X
X

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible

N/A

If recessed,recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain
N/A
If no clear knee space underneath,clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
aooroach

X

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

N/A

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

N/A

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermomostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about
the floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

X

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

X

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

X

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

X

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

X

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

X

Letters and numbers raised .03"

X

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

X

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
X
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

X

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

X

Non-slip surface

X

I

X

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door openina
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

X Outdoor showers no stall
X
X
X
X
N/A
X

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
Alice Corson Playground and Waterpark – All ADA Compliant
Water Park was rebuilt in 2001
Playground was replaced in 2010
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N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Center Playground

Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – no picnic areas

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A – no pools

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

Same experience provided to all

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

N/A
Upgraded 2012

Berm cuts onto courts

X

Height

X

Regulation

Dimensions

X

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A –spectator bring own seating

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Center Playground

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A
X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X

No

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

Comment Transistion Notes

N/A

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

NA/
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Center Playground

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed, X
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

X

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

X

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

X

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

X

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

X

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

X

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

X

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

X

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

X

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A
X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Center Playground

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecti ng

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened
N/A
NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

CENTER PLAYGROUND

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Fixtures

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A
N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

CENTER PLAYGROUND

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

N/A
N/A

N/A

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

N/A

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

N/A

Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible

N/A

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A
N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

N/A

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

N/A

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermomostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about
the floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

N/A

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

N/A

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

N/A

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

N/A

Letters and numbers raised .03"

N/A

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

CENTER PLAYGROUND

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides

N/A

Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

N/A

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

N/A

Non-slip surface

N/A

I

N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door openina
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
CENTER PLAYGROUND – PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT WAS INSTALLED NEW 2012
ALL OTHER AREAS AREA’S ARE COMPLIANT
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N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Charles Regan Playground

Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – no picnic areas

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A – no pools

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

Same experience provided to all

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

N/A
Upgraded 2012

Berm cuts onto courts

X

Height

X

Regulation

Dimensions

X

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Charles Regan Playground

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

N/A

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

Specification for Accessible Spaces

X

Yes

No

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.

X

Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle

X
X

Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.

X

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

Comment Transistion Notes

X

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)

No parking areas-neighborhood park

N/A
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

NA/
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Charles Regan Playground

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
X

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

No parking area – drop off area

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
N/A

X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance

N/A

Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Charles Regan Playground

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecti ng

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened
N/A
NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Charles Regan PLAYGROUND

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Fixtures

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A
N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Charles Regan PLAYGROUND

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

N/A
N/A

N/A

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

N/A

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

N/A

Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible

N/A

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A
N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

N/A

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

N/A

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

N/A

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

N/A

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

N/A

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

N/A

Letters and numbers raised .03"

N/A

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Charles Regan PLAYGROUND

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides

N/A

Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

N/A

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

N/A

Non-slip surface

N/A

I

N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door openina
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

Notes:
CHARLES REGAN PLAYGROUND IS A NEIGHBORHOOOD POCKET PARK LOCATED ON A DEADEND ROAD.
EQUIPMENT – BASKETBALL COURT, SWING SET AND TETTER TOTTER.
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Cooks Playground
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Access to Open Spaces

X

Back and Arm Rests

X

Adequate number

X

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

X

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

X

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A – no pools

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

Same experience provided to all

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

N/A
Upgraded 1998

Berm cuts onto courts

X

Height

X

Regulation

Dimensions

X

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Cooks Playground

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

N/A

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

NA/
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Cooks Playground

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
N/A

X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance

N/A

Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Cooks Playground

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecti ng

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened
N/A
NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Cooks playground

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Fixtures

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A
N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Cooks playground

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

N/A
N/A

N/A

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

N/A

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

N/A

Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible

N/A

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A
N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

N/A

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

N/A

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

N/A

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

N/A

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

N/A

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

N/A

Letters and numbers raised .03"

N/A

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Cooks playground

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides

N/A

Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

N/A

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

N/A

Non-slip surface

N/A

N/A

I

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door openina
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long

N/A
N/A
N/A

Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
X
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

X
X
X
N/A
X

Notes:
COOKS PLAYGROUND – ACESSIABLE PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT INSTALLED 1998
EQUIPMENT – BASKETBALL COURT, BASEBALL/SOCCER FIELD
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N/A
N/A

No grills or fire rings

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

John Ashley Field & Playground
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A – no pools

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

Same experience provided to all

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

N/A
Upgraded 1998

Berm cuts onto courts

X

Height

X

Regulation

Dimensions

X

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

John Ashley Field & Playground

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

N/A

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

John Ashley Field & Playground

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
N/A

X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance

N/A

Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
John Ashley Field & Playground

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened
N/A
NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

John Ashley Field & Playground

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Fixtures

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A
N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

John Ashley Field & Playground

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

N/A
N/A

N/A

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

N/A

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

N/A

Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible

N/A

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain
If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A
N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

N/A

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

N/A

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

N/A

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

N/A

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

N/A

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

N/A

Letters and numbers raised .03"

N/A

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

John Ashley Field & Playground

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides

N/A

Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

N/A

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

N/A

Non-slip surface

N/A

I

N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door openina
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

Notes:
JOHN ASHLEY FIELD & PLAYGROUND – ACESSIABLE PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT INSTALLED 1998
EQUIPMENT – SOCCER FIELD

2015 West Springfield Open Space & Recreation Plan

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Memorial Field and Playground
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Comment

N/A
X

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

X
X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

x

Berm cuts onto courts

x

Height

x

Regulation

x

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Dimensions

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Field and Playground

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

N/A

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Field and Playground

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Memorial Field and Playground

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Field and Playground

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Field and Playground

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Field and Playground

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

I

Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
MEMORIAL FIELD AND PLAYGROUND
Playground installed 1997 ( New playground planned for 2016)
Basketball Court
Baseball field
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N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Equipment

Memorial Pool
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

X

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

X
X

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A

Shade provided

N/A
N/A

N/A

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

N/A
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Berm cuts onto courts

N/A

Height

N/A

Dimensions
Spectator Seating

N/A
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables
Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?

Comment

Learn-to-Swim

N/A
X

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Pool

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

N/A
X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Pool

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed, X
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance
Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

X

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

X

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

X

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

X

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

X

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

X

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

X

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

X

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

X
X

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Memorial Pool

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

X
X

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

X

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

X

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

X

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

X

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

X

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

X

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

X

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

X

NOTES

2015 West Springfield Open Space & Recreation Plan

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Pool

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
X

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)

X
X
X
X
X
X

At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

X

Stall door is 36" wide

X

Stall door swings out

X

Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation

Stall door is self-closing

X

Stall door has a pull latch

X

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

X

Coat hook is 54" high

X

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

X

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

X

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

X

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet
1¼%" diameter
1½" clearance to wall
Located 30" above and parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long

X
X
X
X
X
X

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor
One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")
Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor
NOTES
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X
X
X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Pool

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor

X
X
X
X

Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet

X

Hand operated push button or level controls

X
X

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

X

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

X

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor

X

Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide

X

Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

X

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

X

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

X

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible

X

Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign

X

Within 18" of door jamb or recessed

X

Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high

X

Letters and numbers raised .03"

X

Letters and numbers contrast with the background color

X

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Memorial Pool

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
X
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide

X

Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool

X

Non-slip surface

X

I

X

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A – outdoor shower post
X
X
X
X
N/A
X

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
MEMORIAL POOL WAS RENOVATED IN 2007 –THE FACILITY IS ADA COMPLIANT
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N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Mittineague Park
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Access to Open Spaces

X

Back and Arm Rests

X

Adequate number

X

Height of Cooking Surface

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

X

Surface material

X

Portable toilets-ADA
X

Dimensions

Trails

Rails

Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

X

Play Areas
(tot lots)

Access Routes
Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair
Located adjacent to accessible paths
Berm cuts onto courts
Height

Equipment

Equipment

No signage

Entrance

N/A

Shade provided
All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides

Trails need upgrading
N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

Pools

Comment

N/A
X

X
X

x
x
x
x

Regulation

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Dimensions

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Mittineague Park

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

N/A

26-50

2 spaces

N/A

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Mittineague Park

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Old Tatham field

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Mittineague Park

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
X
Portable ADA units

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Mittineague Park

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Mittineague Park

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

Comment/Transition Notes

I

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum, with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long

N/A

N/A
N/A

Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
X
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
Mittineague Park
4 picnic areas
3 baseball/softball fields
2 Accessible Playgrounds
2 soccer fields
Hiking trails
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X

X

X

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Ohio Field
Notes

Yes No

Comment

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A

Shade provided

N/A
N/A

N/A

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

N/A
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

x

Berm cuts onto courts

x

Height

x

Regulation

x

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Dimensions

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Ohio field

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

N/A

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Ohio field

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Ohio field

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Ohio Field

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Ohio Field

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Ohio Field

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

I

Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum,with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
OHIO FIELD – Renovated 1999
2 Softball fields (60ft diamonds)

2015 West Springfield Open Space & Recreation Plan

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Old Tatham Field
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair
Located adjacent to accessible paths
Berm cuts onto courts
Height

Equipment

Equipment

Comment

N/A
X

X
X

x
x
x
x

Regulation

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Dimensions

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Old Tatham field

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

N/A

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Old Tatham field

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Old Tatham field

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Old Tatham Field

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Old Tatham Field

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Old Tatham Field

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

I

Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum, with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
Old Tatham playground installed 1998
Softball fields
Swings & Slide
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N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketball;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Equipment

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Equipment

Town Common
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Access to Open Spaces

X

Back and Arm Rests

X

Adequate number

X

Comment
For Benches only

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

X

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A

Shade provided

N/A
N/A

Same experience provided to all

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair

N/A
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Berm cuts onto courts

N/A

Height

N/A

Dimensions
Spectator Seating

N/A
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Town Common

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A
X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Town Common

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Town Common

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Town Common

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
X
Portable ADA units

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Town Common

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Town Common

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

I

Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum, with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access

N/A

For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep

N/A

Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

N/A
N/A

Notes:
Town Common
1 Gazebo – Not ADA accessible
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
Activity

Equipment

Tables & Benches

Picnic
Facilities

Grills
Trash Cans
Picnic Shelters

Trails

Pools
Swimming
Facilities
Beaches

Veterans Field
Notes

Yes No

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Access to Open Spaces

N/A

Back and Arm Rests

N/A

Adequate number

N/A

Height of Cooking Surface

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A

Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A

Located near accessible water fountains, trash can,
restroom, parking, etc.

N/A

Surface material

N/A – no trials

Dimensions

N/A

Rails

N/A

Signage (for visually impaired)

N/A

Entrance

N/A

Location from accessible parking
Safety features i.e. warning for visually
impaired

N/A
N/A

Location from accessible path into water

N/A –no beaches

Handrails
Location from accessible parking

N/A
N/A

Shade provided

Play Areas
(tot lots)

All Play Equipment
i.e. swings, slides
Access Routes

Game Areas:
*ballfield;
*basketba ll;
*tennis

Boat Docks

Access Routes

Access Routes
Access Routes

Fishing
Facilities

Programming

Services and
Technical
Assistance

Same experience provided to all

Located adjacent to accessible paths
Enough space between equipment for wheelchair
Located adjacent to accessible paths
Berm cuts onto courts
Height

Equipment

Equipment

Comment

N/A
X

X
X

x
x
x
x

Regulation

Spectator Seating

Regulation
N/A

Located adjacent to accessible paths

N/A – No boating areas

Handrails
Located adjacent to accessible oaths

N/A
N/A

Handrails

N/A

Arm Rests

N/A

Bait Shelves

N/A

Handrails

N/A

Dimensions

Fish Cleaning Tables

N/A

Learn-to-Swim

N/A

Guided Hikes

N/A

Interpretive Programs
Information available in alternative formats i.e. for visually
impaired

N/A

Process to request interpretive services (i.e. sign language

N/A

Are special
programs at your
facilities
accessible?
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Veterans field

PARKING
Total Space Require Accessible Spaces

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes

Up to 25

1space

26-50

2 spaces

51-75

3 spaces

N/A

76-100

4 spaces

N/A

101-150

5 spaces

N/A

151-200

6 spaces

N/A

201-300

7 spaces

N/A

301-400

8 spaces

N/A

401-500

9 spaces

N/A

N/A

X

Specification for Accessible Spaces

Yes

Accessible space located closest to accessible entrance

X
X

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 ft of accessible entrance, dropoff area is provided within 100 ft.
Minimum width of 13 ft includes 8 ft space plus 5 ft access aisle
Van space - minimumof 1 van space for every accessible space, 8 ft wide
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible spaces 11ft wide with 5 ft
aisle.
Sign with international symbol of accessibility at each space or pair of spaces
Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 8 ft to top of sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no cracks)
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space or pair of spaces,if
sidewalk (curb) is present
Curbcut is a minimum width of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, has sloped
sides, all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or painted yellow

RAMPS
Specifications
Slope Maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4 ft between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer than 6 ft

N/A

No

Comment Transistion Notes

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X

Yes No

Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and bottom

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 2"
Clearance of 1Yi" between wall and wall rail

N/A
N/A
N/A

Non-slip surface
Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at every 30 ft , at top, at bottom, at change of direction

N/A
N/A

Notes
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Veterans field

SITE ACCESS , PATH OF TRAVEL,ENTRANCES
Specifications
Site Access

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Accessi ble path of travel from passenger disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

X

Disembarking area at accessible entrance

X

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed

X

No ponding of water

X

Path of Travel

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft wide minimum

I

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum cross pitch is 2% (1:50).
Continuous common surface, no changes in level greater than % inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway must be detected by a person with a
visual disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the wall must be within 27" of the
ground,or higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at drives, parking and drop-offs

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Entrances
Primary public entrances accessible to person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the service entrance

N/A

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior and exterior of entrance doors

N/A

Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36" door with standard hinge)

N/A

At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull side of door

N/A

Door handle no higher than 48" and operable with a closed fist

N/A

Vestibule is 4 ft plus the width of the door swinging into the space

N/A

Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators accessible

N/A

Door mats less than 1/2%" thick are securely fastened

N/A

Door mats more than 1/2%" thick are recessed

N/A

Grates in path of travel have opening of ½ %'' maximum

N/A
N/A

Signs at non-accessible entrance(s) indicate direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
NOTES
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N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM
STAIRS and DOORS
Veterans field

Specifications
Yes

Stairs

No Comment/Transition Notes

No open risers

N/A

Nosings not projecting

N/A

Treads no less than 11" wide

N/A

Handrails on both sides

N/A

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

N/A

Handrail extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond top and bottom riser (if no safety
hazard and space permits)

N/A

Handgrip oval or round

N/A

Handgrip has a smooth surface

N/A

Handgrip diameter between 1%" and 1Yi"

N/A

1Yi" clearance between wall and handrail

N/A

Doors
Minimum 32" clear opening

N/A

I
At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of door

N/A

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within 3" of the latch

N/A

Maximum pressure 5 pounds interior doors

N/A

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on both sides

N/A

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)

N/A

Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48" above the floor

N/A

Clear, level floor space extends out 5 ft from both sides of the door

N/A

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and unlocked

N/A

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware that is knurled or roughened

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Veterans Field

RESTROOMS - also see Doors and Vestibules
Specifications
Is 5 ft turning space measured 12” from the floor

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes
N/A

At least one Sink:

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a forward approach
Mounted without pedestal or legs,height 34" to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum 19" deep,30" width, and 27" high
Cover exposed pipes with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or sprina activated handle)
At least one Stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at 60" wide by 72" deep

Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Stall door is 36" wide

N/A
N/A

Stall door swings out

N/A

Stall door is self-closing

N/A

Stall door has a pull latch

N/A

Lock on stall door is operable with a closed fist, and 32" above the floor

N/A

Coat hook is 54" high

N/A

Toilet
18" from center to nearest side wall

N/A

42" minimum clear space from center to farthest wall or fixture

N/A

Top of seat 17"-19" above the floor

N/A

Grab Bars

On back and side wall closest to toilet

N/A

1¼%" diameter

N/A

1½" clearance to wall

N/A

Located 30" above and parallel to the floor

N/A

Acid-etched or roughened surface

N/A

42" long

N/A

Fixtures

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

N/A

One mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if tilted, 42")

N/A

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one of each a maximum 42" above the
floor

N/A

NOTES
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LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Veterans Field

FLOORS,DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES
Yes No Comment/Transition Notes

Specifications
Floors

Non-slip surface

I

Carpeting is high-density, low pile, non-absorbent, stretched taut, securely
anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

I

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can only protrude 4" into the path of
travel from a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to outlet
Hand operated push button or level controls

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Spouts located near front with stream of water as parallel to front as possible
If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width, and no deeper than depth of fountain

N/A

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach

N/A

TeIephones
Highest operating part a maximum 54" above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30" wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so identified

N/A
N/A
N/A

SIGNS,SIGNALS, AND SWITCHES
Switches, Controls and Signs.
Switches and controls for light,heat,ventilation,windows,fire alarms,
thermostats, etc, must be a minimum of 36” and maximum of 48” about the
floor for a forward reach, a maximum of 54” for a side reach.

N/A

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18" above the floor

N/A
N/A

Warning signals must be visual as well as audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to centerline of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers a t least 11/4 " high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
Letters and numbers contrast with the background color
NOTES
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N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

LOCATION/FACILITY/PROGRAM

Veterans Field

SWIMMING POOLS, SHOWER ROOMS & PICNIC FACILITIES
Specifications

Yes No

SWIMMING POOLS - accessibility can be via ramp, lifting device, or transfer area
Ramp at least 34" wide with a non-slip surface extending into the shallow end,
slope not exceeding 1:6 with handrails on both sides
Lifting device
I
Transfer area 18" above the path of travel and a minimum of 18" wide
Unobstructed path of travel not less than 48" wide around pool
Non-slip surface

I

Comment/Transition Notes

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

SHOWER ROOMS - Showers must accommodate both wheel-in and transfer use

Stalls 36" bv 60" minimum, with a 36" door opening
Floors are pitched to drain the stall at the corner farthest from entrance
Floors are non-slip surface
Controls operate by a single lever with a pressure balance mixing valve
Controls are located on the center wall adjacent to the hinged seat
Shower heads attached to a flexible metal hose
Shower heads attached to wall mounting adjustable from 42" to 72" above
the floor
Seat is hinged and padded and at least 16" deep, folds upward, securely
attached to side wall, height is 18" to the top of the seat, and at least 24" long
Soap trays without handhold features unless they can support 250 pounds
2 grab bars are provided, one 30" and one 48" longer one continuous L
shaped bar
Grab bars are placed horizontally at 36" above the floor line

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

PICNICKING
A minimum of 5% of the total tables must be accessible with clear space under
the table top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per seating space and not less
than 27" clear from the ground to the underside of the table. An additional 29"
clear space (totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19" clear space under the table
to provide access
For tables without toe clearance, the knee space under the table must be at least
28" high,30" wide and 24" deep
Top of table no higher than 32" above ground
Surface of the clear ground space under and around the table must be
stable, firma and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a maximum slope of 2%
in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must have clear ground space of at
least 36" around the perimeter

Notes:
Veterans Field – Renovated 1995
Baseball/Softball fields
Football/Soccer field
Swings

2015 West Springfield Open Space & Recreation Plan

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A - No grills or fire rings

Section 11
Public Participation Information

February 26th meeting:
General comments
-

Elks property and connection with the High School, Middle School and Fausey
Connecticut Riverwalk needs to be completed
Connecticut River access for motor boats (possibly south end rotary boat club)
Westfield River access for canoes- Improve the Front Street entry point
Create a town-wide bike plan
Work on improving and creating public private partnerships (example-Rivers Edge soccer
fields)
Anything to get people more active

Public Works
-

Need bridge to Westfield in Bear Hole to be rebuilt
Coordination with the Pioneer Valley Railroad for a trail

Council on Aging
-

Ageless access and all ability access and safety
Access to green space for all
Shared opportunities with the School Department

Health Department
-

Need education of the quality of water
Need to control the disposal of sharps in parks

Community Development
-

Need a field that can transition to different sports as different cultures are introduced
into the area
Does not want user fees, unfair
Need a maintenance schedule for the existing park equipment/fields to keep improved
facilities in good shape

School Department
-

Important goals from Section 6
o Improve maintenance of existing recreational facilities
 Existing recreational facilities includes all of those under the control and
protection of the School Department. That would encompass school
playgrounds, athletic facilities (fields, tracks, tennis courts and gyms) and
meeting and performance spaces.
o Provide recreational opportunities for all residents

Include open space on school campuses that is widely used by residents for
activities such as dog-walking, running, biking etc. Many citizens avail of the
connection of the Fausey, middle school and high school properties.
Re-establish walkable neighborhoods/encourage walkable communities
 Would have practical benefits for the school department. If there were more
walkable neighborhoods we might not need to have buses penetrate so
deeply into some neighborhoods and subdivisions thereby cutting down on
busing cost and route times.
New pedestrian and bicycle facilities
 I would like to remind the Committee that a major change that has happened
since July 2011 is that the new high school has come on line. As part of the
LEED Silver certification of the building and site it was designed to incorporate
a bike path/way from Amostown Road to Piper Road. With a relatively
modest additional investment this could be extend from the Clark Field
Parking lot around the high school practice fields to the middle school
property which connects with Fausey Drive and Circle Drive.
Possibility of benefits from enhancing school properties in more densely populated
neighborhoods
One major constraint to bear in mind is the need to preserve the safety and security
of school premises whenever students or staff are present. We have access
restrictions during those times and there are legal CORI and finger printing
requirements for anyone who would be present in the vicinity of school children.
Cross country course in Bear Hole


o

o

o
o

o

March 4th Meeting:
Some initial comments about what the Plan needs to incorporate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bear Hole Trails
More specific goals which are easier to accomplish
Complete a bike path
Create a canoe/kayak launch
Improve the pond in Mittineague Park near Stone Bridge
Create access to both rivers
Create a dog park area
Improve the safety of existing parks/recreation spaces
Increase the number of neighborhood parks
Walkability is needed and bike lanes
Combat invasive species
Improve abandoned lots in Merrick
Public skating rink

•
•

•
•
•

Preserve existing farm land and other working landscapes as an acknowledgment of our
agricultural past
Create public-private partnerships to expand recreational opportunities and maintenance
o Boys and Girls Club- Want to rehab fields, but do not have the staff to maintain
them. Maybe public could use the fields as a trade off for DPW workers
maintaining fields
Keep open space open (no need to build recreational facilities on every piece)
District 7&8 need more park facilities
More community communication about what is happening relative to recreation and
open space

What people want from open space and recreation areas:
•
•
•
•

Health and relaxation
A place to walk dogs
Events (such as the winter carnival)
More programming

To include in the Mission Statement:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prioritize areas to protect as open space (protect WS natural character)
Identify areas that need greater pedestrian connectivity
Open space will be maintained and inventoried for future opportunities
Prioritize areas for ZPA acquisition
Recognize parks as a way to bring the community together
Identify changing needs to the community
Identify potential funding areas

West Springfield’s Character:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Volunteerism
Awareness
People are best resource
Diversity
Sense of community/pride
Untapped potential
Close-knit
Commitment/strong roots/loyalty

March 18, 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Meeting
Where and how do people recreate currently?
•
•
•

Walking in Bear Hole
Walking throughout Town, sidewalks and trails
Hiking, biking, and snowshoeing in Mittineague Park and Bear Hole

What does the Committee want to see added to existing recreation facilities?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Access to Bear Hole that is handicapped accessible
Informational kiosks at Bear Hole and Mittineague Park
List Bear Hole trail maps either online or at an informational kiosk
Need more management of Bear Hole trails similar to Mittineague Park ranger program
Create a Mittineague Park year-round trail which allows users to feel safe
Complete Tom’s Launch to make it easier to use
Add significant trees and other natural resources to the downtown walking map
Add orienteering classes and other activities to existing recreational sites (such as Bear
Hole)
Enhance school playground equipment for all to use
Use Bear Hole as a cross country running trail for High School student competitions
Designate a parking area for the Bear Hole area
Install more lighting along the roads in Mittineague Park and expand the Park Ranger
program
Create more indoor basketball facilities
District 4 area needs more recreational areas
Increase and open up lines of communication so citizens and visitors know about existing
recreational opportunities within West Springfield

March 18, 2015 Meeting Activity
Committee members were asked to place push-pins on locations in which they recreate.

April 1, 2015 Meeting Activity
Committee members were presented scenic and important landscape areas via photographs
of each site.

Community Vision Board from 4/15/15
Committee members were given 6 stickers and rated their top 6 vision statements.
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Section 13
City-Owned Parcel Inventory

Property

Location

Owner

Manager

Acres

Current Use

Condition

Public Access

Handicapped Recreation
Accessible? Potential

Zoning

Article 97 Protection
Protection Status

Funding?

RA

No

Medium

Private

RA

No

High

Private

RA

No

Private

RANo
1/RA-2

Private

RANo
1/RA-2

Private

Conservation
Lands
Chapter 61 Land Bear Hole area

John S. Lane &
Son Inc

Conservation
Restriction

133.93 Quarry land

No

No

Prospect Estates Same as owner

4

Wetlands

Yes

No

Louis J.
Calabrese

Same as owner

30.2

Open space,
forestry

No

Chapter 61A

Along E.
Leonard + Nancy
Same as owner
Gooseberry Road Lapinski

9.09

Farmland

No

Chapter 61A

287 Piper Road

Deborah +
Same as owner
Richard Lapinski

7.55

Farmland

No

Chapter 61A

1158 Piper Road,
Glenn + Heather
Rear Brush Hill
Same as owner
Lapinski
Avenue

15.61

Farmland

No

Chapter 61A

Piper Road

Joseph A. Kulig Same as owner

5.51

Farmland

No

Chapter 61B

Springfield
Country Club

Springfield
Country Club

163

Privately owned
golf course

Yes, no fee

1.5

Outdoor
Swimming pool,
Needs
splash pad,
improvement
basketball courts,
playground

Off Bayberry
Lane

Chapter 61 Land Bear Hole Road

Same as owner

Same as owner

Passive/Walking/
Nature
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
Observation

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA-1
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA-1
Observation
Active/Golf
RACourse
1/RC

No

Private

No

Private

No

Private

Parks and
Recreation
Lands
Alice Corson
Park or Main
Street
Playground

Main Street

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

Yes, no fee

Yes

Active/Outdoor
Swimming pool,
splash pad,
BA/RC Yes
basketball courts,
playground

High

P&R Budget

Center Park

Cook’s
Playground

Southworth
Street

Amostown Road

Mittineague Park Westfield Street

Town of West
Springfield

Town of West
Springfield

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

6.77

Playground,
baseball/softball
diamond,
Needs
basketball court, improvement
football/soccer
field

6.3

Two playgrounds
for differing
ages, baseball
Needs
diamond,
improvement
skatepark,
basketball court,
soccer field,
pavilion

325

One 90’ and
three 60’
diamonds,
basketball court,
3 tennis courts, 2
soccer fields,
twenty
illuminated
horseshoe pits,
trails, ice skating
pond, 2
Needs
playgrounds,
improvement
greenhouse.
Picnic area,
5,200 square foot
indoor recreation
facility with
special needs
swimming
facility and
adjoining 1,600
square foot
pavilion

Yes, no fee

Yes, no fee

Yes, no fee

Yes

Active/Playgrou
nd,
baseball/softball
diamond,
CBD
basketball court,
football/soccer
field

In question High

CDBG Funding

Yes

Active/ baseball
diamond,
skatepark,
RA-2
basketball court,
soccer field,
pavilion

Yes

High

P&R Budget

Yes

Active/Many
active
recreational
fields/facilities

Yes

High

P&R Budget,
PARC Grant

RA

Memorial Pool

Ohio Park

Smyrna Street

Ohio Avenue

Town of West
Springfield

Town of West
Springfield

Old Tatham
Field

Westfield Street

Town of West
Springfield

Charles Regan
Playground

Highland
Avenue

Town of West
Springfield

Riverfront Park
Town of West
Riverdale Street
/“Tom’s Launch”
Springfield

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

River’s Edge
Sports Park

Wayside
Avenue/Ashley
Avenue

Town of West
Springfield/West
Same as owner
Springfield
Soccer Club

Town Common

Park Avenue

Town of West
Springfield

Elm Street

5.76

Outdoor
swimming pool,
splash pad with
adjoining open Needs
space including improvement
pond with
fishing and
skating

Yes, no fee

Yes

12.02

Soccer fields,
baseball and
softball
diamonds

Needs
improvement

Yes, no fee

Yes

1.73

Playground, two
diamonds for
Needs
softball/baseball, improvement
soccer field

Yes, no fee

Yes

3.59

Small
playground,
Poor
basketball court,
open field

Yes, no fee

No

6

Canoe and kayak
launch to access
Good
Connecticut
River

Yes, no fee

13

Same as owner

10

Same as owner

2

Soccer fieldscurrently leased
by a private
soccer
organization
Open space and
gazebo

Active/Outdoor
swimming pool,
splash pad with
adjoining open
space including
pond with
fishing and
skating,
Passive/Hiking,
Nature
Active/Soccer
fields, baseball
and softball
diamonds
Active/Playgrou
nd, two
diamonds for
softball/baseball,
soccer field
Active/Small
playground,
basketball court,
open field
Active/Canoe
and kayak launch
to access
Connecticut
River

RA-2

Yes

High

P& R Budget

RA-2

Yes

High

P& R Budget

RA-2

Yes

High

P& R Budget

RA-2

Yes

High

P& R Budget

REC

Yes

High

PARC Grant

Good

Yes, no fee

Active/Soccer
fields

REC

Yes

Medium

P& R Budget

Good

Yes, no fee

Active/Gazebo

BA-1/
CBD

Yes

High

P& R Budget

Active/Gazebo

CBD

Yes

High

P& R Budget

Good

Veterans Field

City View
Avenue

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

7

Playground, one
90’ baseball and
one illuminated
60’ softball
Needs
diamond,
improvement
basketball court,
football/soccer
field

1380

Water supply
protection area,
biking/hiking
trails

11.13

Conservation
land

Yes, no fee

Active/Playgrou
RA-2
nds,fields

Yes, no fee

No

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

No

No

Passive/Walking/
Nature
BA
Observation

Yes, no fee

Yes

Active/Playgrou
RA-1
nds,fields

Yes

High

P& R Budget

High

Town Budget

No

High

State Funded

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Low

P&R Budget,
LWCF and other
grants

High

P&R Budget

Municipal and
Public Lands
Bear Hole
Reservoir and
Watershed

Northwest
Town of West
Section of Town Springfield

Mass Fish and
Elizabeth Street Riverdale Street
Wildlife

John F. Fausey
School

Amostown Road

Town of West
Springfield

Town of West
Springfield

Former Elks
Club

Morgan Road

Hayes Avenue

Town of West
Riverdale Street
Springfield

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

15.89

21

1.15

John Ashley
School

Massasoit
Avenue

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

8.8

Mittineague
School

Second Street

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

2.78

Good

Good

Playground, 3
instructional size
baseball
Needs
diamonds,
improvement
basketball court,
football/soccer
field
Recreational
open space,
picnicking,
Poor
football/soccer
fields, softball
fields
Valley Land
Trust

Good

Playground,
baseball/softball
diamond,
Poor
basketball court,
football/soccer
fields
School with
Needs
small play area improvement

Yes, no fee

Active/fields,
Passive/Passive/
RA-1
Walking/Nature
Observation

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
REC/
Nature
RB
Observation

Yes, no fee

Yes, no fee

Yes

No

Active/Playgrou
RA-2
nds,fields

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Active/Playgrou
BA
nds,fields

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Memorial School Norman Street

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

5.4

Tatham School

Town of West
Springfield

Same as owner

10

Piper
Town of West
West Springfield
Road/Amostown
High School
Springfield
Road

Same as owner

64

West Springfield Middle School
Middle School Road

Same as owner

32

Laurel Road

Town of West
Springfield

Town of West
Springfield
Conservation
Commission
Town of West
Edgewood
Springfield
Road/Bear Hole
Conservation
Road
Commission
Town of West
Dewey
Springfield
Street/Sawmill
Conservation
Road
Commission
Town of West
Sawmill
Springfield
Road/Amostown
Conservation
Road
Commission

Edgewood Road Edgewood
Parcel 054-002- Road/Harbey
014
Road

Edgewood
Road/Bear Hole
Parcel 063-002026
Dewey
Street/Sawmill
Road Parcel 064003-008
Sawmill
Road/Amostown
Road Parcel 055002-014
Amostown Road
Town of West
Parcel 085-005- Amostown Road
Springfield
070

Private Parcels

School with
playing fields,
basketball court,
and play areas
School with
fields and
playing areas
Synthetic turf
field,
football/soccer
field, track, 6
tennis courts,
indoor
swimming pool
Baseball/softball
diamonds,
football/soccer
fields, outdoor
track

Same as owner

11.24

Conservation
Land

Same as owner

7.79

Conservation
Land

8.36

Conservation
Land

4.27

Conservation
Land

7.96

Conservation
land

Same as owner

Same as owner

Same as owner

Needs
improvement

Yes, no fee

Needs
improvement

Yes, no fee

Good

Yes, no fee

Needs
improvement

Yes, no fee

Active/Playgrou
BB-1
nds,fields

No

Low

CDBG, School
and P&R Budget

Active/Playgrou
RA-2
nds,fields

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Yes

Active/fields

RA-1

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Yes

Active/fields

RA-1

No

Low

School and P&R
Budget

Yes

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

Conservation
Commission
Budget

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

Conservation
Commission
Budget

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

Conservation
Commission
Budget

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

Conservation
Commission
Budget

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

Conservation
Commission
Budget

Pine Street

Roman Catholic
Bishop of
Same as owner
Springfield

The Dominican
Nuns

Riverdale Street

The Dominican
Nuns

The Sisters of
Providence

Riverdale Street

The Sisters of
Providence

St. Thomas
School

6

Field, play areas,
and basketball
Good
court

Yes

Same as owner

22

Open space

Good

No

No

Same as owner

30

Open space

Good

No

No

Good

No

Poor

No

Good

Yes, fee

Active/Already
in use

Good
Good

Camp Weber
YMCA

Great Plains
Road

YMCA

Same as owner

73

Boys and Girls
Club

Main Street

Boys and Girls
Club

Same as owner

2

Eastern States
Exposition

Memorial
Avenue

Eastern States
Exposition

Same as owner

127

Pioneer Valley
Sikes Avenue
Sportsman Club
Springfield
Capital Drive
Olympia Ice
Center
East Mountain
Overlook

Bear Hole

Day camp, pool,
picnic areas,
trails, tennis,
open space
Playing fields,
crafts, baseball
Fairgrounds,
exhibition halls,
addition of parklike environs,
historic buildings
Firing and
archery range

Pioneer Valley
Same as owner
Sportsman Club

21

Olympia Limited
Same as owner
Partnership

14

Indoor Ice
Skating

20

Landlocked on
top of East
mountain

Winding River
Land
Conservancy,
Inc.

Same as owner

Winding River
Land along
Between railroad
Land
Same as owner
Westfield River and river
Conservancy Inc.

2

Good

Good

Active/playgroun
RB
ds, fields

No

Low

Private

Low

Private

Low

Private

No

Low

Private

No

Low

Private

BA

No

High

Private

Yes, fee

Active/shooting
RA
range

No

Low

Private

Yes, fee

Active/ice rink

BB

No

Low

Private

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA
Observation

No

Medium

Private

Yes, no fee

Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA-2
Observation

No

Medium

Private

Passive/Walking/
Nature
BA/RB No
Observation
Passive/Walking/
Nature
RA-2
No
Observation
Passive/Walking,
RA
Nature
Observation
Active/playgroun
RC
ds, fields

Section 14
Survey Results

West Springfield 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey

Q1 What type of recreational activities do
you and/or your family participate in here in
West Springfield? Check all that apply.
Answered: 95

Skipped: 3

Walking

Bicycling

Hiking

Soccer

Running

Swimming

Sledding

Baseball

Basketball

Softball

Tennis

Ice Skating

Fishing

Snowshoeing

Yoga

Canoeing/Kayaki
ng

Football

Cross-country
Skiing
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Camping

Motorized
Recreation...

Golf

Equestrian

Hunting

Disc Golf

None

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Walking

94.74%

90

Bicycling

51.58%

49

Hiking

42.11%

40

Soccer

40.00%

38

Running

30.53%

29

Swimming

29.47%

28

Sledding

28.42%

27

Baseball

25.26%

24

Basketball

20.00%

19

Softball

16.84%

16

Tennis

16.84%

16

Ice Skating

16.84%

16

Fishing

14.74%

14

Snowshoeing

14.74%

14

Yoga

14.74%

14

Canoeing/Kayaking

13.68%

13

Football

7.37%

7

Cross-country Skiing

7.37%

7

2 / 37

West Springfield 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey
Camping

6.32%

6

Motorized Recreation (ATV, Snowmobiling)

6.32%

6

Golf

5.26%

5

Equestrian

3.16%

3

Hunting

1.05%

1

Disc Golf

1.05%

1

None

1.05%

1

Total Respondents: 95

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

cheerleading

6/2/2015 1:20 PM

2

skateboarding, paintballing,

4/29/2015 12:55 PM

3

T-Ball

4/17/2015 11:21 AM

4

Playscapes/playgrounds

4/17/2015 11:12 AM

5

Roller Bladeing

4/17/2015 10:26 AM

6

Cheerleading

4/16/2015 9:51 PM

7

Lacrosse

4/16/2015 3:35 PM
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Q2 What additional recreational activities
would you like to see West Springfield
offer? Check all that apply.
Answered: 93

Skipped: 5

100%
80%

60%

41%
40%

37% 33%
32% 32% 30%

27% 27% 26%

19% 19%

20%

14%
5%

5%

4%

0%
More Dog
for
Park
Famil
ies

Commu
Publi More Picni More More
nity c
for
c
for
for
Garde swimmAdult areas Teens Senio
ns
in... s
r...

Answer Choices

More
for
Child
ren

Canoe More
"Blue for
"
Disab
Tr... le...

Disc/ SkateOther None
Frisb Park
ee
Golf

Responses

More for Families

41%

38

Dog Park

37%

34

Community Gardens

33%

31

Public swimming access

32%

30

More for Adults

32%

30

Picnic areas

30%

28

More for Teens

27%

25

More for Senior Citizens

27%

25

More for Children

26%

24

Canoe "Blue" Trails

19%

18

More for Disabled Citizens

19%

18

Disc/Frisbee Golf

14%

13

Skate Park

5%

5

Other

5%

5

None

4%

4

Total Respondents: 93

#

Other (please specify)

Date
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1

singing, karaoke or groups, bands. Offer volunteer work for projects to save expenses of hiring paid help

6/5/2015 11:04 AM

2

outdoor ice skating and/or hockey rink or pond (like the old rez)

6/2/2015 1:13 PM

3

paintball field, indoor and outdooer, lasertag, rollerskating, public movies, clubs for teens, music lessons, board
game tournaments,

4/29/2015 12:55 PM

4

curling

4/29/2015 11:48 AM

5

bike paths

4/29/2015 9:50 AM

6

Spring Soccer

4/23/2015 1:28 PM

7

walking trails

4/20/2015 9:08 AM

8

Recreation vehicle space

4/18/2015 7:57 PM

9

would like to see an area of trails for atv/snowmobiling. Charge a fee for use and to pay for oversight to ensure
safe and enjoyable family riding, not just a bunch of idiots tearing up the trails.

4/17/2015 5:14 PM

10

Mitteneague Park: ice skating, benches & picnic tables in more fields & open areas

4/17/2015 1:00 PM

11

Outdoor ice skating

4/17/2015 11:20 AM

12

More Bike/walking trails

4/17/2015 10:51 AM

13

Roller Bladeing places

4/17/2015 10:26 AM

14

outdoor ice skating

4/16/2015 8:36 PM
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Q3 Which parks and playgrounds does your
family regularly use in West Springfield?
Answered: 96

Skipped: 2

Mittineague
Park

High School
grounds

Senior High
School

Old Tatham Park

Cooks Park
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Middle School

Bear Hole

Rivers
(Connecticut...

John Fausey
School

River's Edge
Sports Park
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Memorial Pool

Tatham School

The Town
Common

Veterans Field

Alice Corson
Playground/Pool
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Memorial School

John Ashley
School

Ohio Playing
Field

Center
Playground

Charles Reagan
Playground
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Tom's Launch

None

0%

Never

10%

20%

Sometimes

Never
Mittineague Park

High School grounds

Senior High School

Old Tatham Park

Cooks Park

Middle School

Bear Hole

Rivers (Connecticut, Westfield)

John Fausey School

River's Edge Sports Park

Memorial Pool

Tatham School

30%

40%

Frequently

Sometimes

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Did Not Know it Existed

Frequently

Did Not Know it Existed

Total

4.55%
4

40.91%
36

54.55%
48

0.00%
0

88

36.99%
27

41.10%
30

21.92%
16

0.00%
0

73

47.14%
33

31.43%
22

20.00%
14

1.43%
1

70

40.28%
29

30.56%
22

18.06%
13

11.11%
8

72

34.72%
25

43.06%
31

18.06%
13

4.17%
3

72

44.44%
32

38.89%
28

16.67%
12

0.00%
0

72

40.26%
31

38.96%
30

12.99%
10

7.79%
6

77

52.00%
39

32.00%
24

13.33%
10

2.67%
2

75

55.07%
38

28.99%
20

14.49%
10

1.45%
1

69

42.47%
31

13.70%
10

10.96%
8

32.88%
24

73

64.29%
45

25.71%
18

7.14%
5

2.86%
2

70

72.06%
49

19.12%
13

7.35%
5

1.47%
1

68
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The Town Common

Veterans Field

Alice Corson Playground/Pool

Memorial School

John Ashley School

Ohio Playing Field

Center Playground

Charles Reagan Playground

Tom's Launch

None

28.75%
23

65.00%
52

6.25%
5

0.00%
0

80

55.22%
37

31.34%
21

7.46%
5

5.97%
4

67

67.65%
46

14.71%
10

2.94%
2

14.71%
10

68

84.38%
54

10.94%
7

3.13%
2

1.56%
1

64

70.15%
47

23.88%
16

2.99%
2

2.99%
2

67

63.77%
44

21.74%
15

2.90%
2

11.59%
8

69

69.70%
46

18.18%
12

0.00%
0

12.12%
8

66

53.62%
37

1.45%
1

0.00%
0

44.93%
31

69

70.42%
50

9.86%
7

0.00%
0

19.72%
14

71

75.00%
3

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
1

4

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

new to area

6/5/2015 11:04 AM

2

town green

6/2/2015 1:02 PM

3

Big E

5/1/2015 7:05 PM

4

New England Trail/M&M Trail Frequently

4/20/2015 9:08 AM

5

We go to Agawam for everything, Rte 5 trail, new outdoor park etc

4/17/2015 10:51 AM
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Q4 What improvements, additions, or
changes would you like to see in West
Springfield's recreational facilities?
Answered: 92

Skipped: 6

Mittineague
Park Improved

65%

Bike Trail

63%

River Walks

59%

Restroom
Facilities

50%

Nature Walks

43%

Hiking

35%

Updated/More
Modern...

33%

Pool Hours

29%

Expanded Open
Space

27%

Lighting
Improved

23%

Improvements
for the...

21%

Waste Disposal

21%

Forest Lake
Improved

11%

Day Camp

4%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Mittineague Park Improved

65%

60

Bike Trail

63%

58

River Walks

59%

54
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Restroom Facilities

50%

46

Nature Walks

43%

40

Hiking

35%

32

Updated/More Modern Playgrounds

33%

30

Pool Hours

29%

27

Expanded Open Space

27%

25

Lighting Improved

23%

21

Improvements for the Disabled

21%

19

Waste Disposal

21%

19

Forest Lake Improved

11%

10

Day Camp

4%

4

Total Respondents: 92

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Benches would be helpful for the disabled

6/5/2015 10:52 AM

2

security

6/5/2015 10:12 AM

3

walking trails that are marked, easy and safe

5/18/2015 11:59 PM

4

bike lanes on roads

5/1/2015 7:05 PM

5

free running park, parkour, paint ball field,

4/29/2015 12:55 PM

6

park rangers in Bear Hole

4/29/2015 11:48 AM

7

High School pool open at 5 AM for lap swimming

4/29/2015 10:56 AM

8

we need a couple of little league sized baseball diamonds that aren't prioritized for softball

4/22/2015 11:41 AM

9

Archery range at Mittineague park

4/20/2015 10:29 AM

10

riding trails for family motorsports(atv/snowmobiling) impose a trail pass fee (seasonal or daily)

4/17/2015 5:14 PM

11

fix the road in mittineague park going up to the soccer fields so traffic can go both ways plus a bike lane for bikes,
walker, runners..or a path. Put bathrooms in at soccer fields, too. Add recycling in all parks.

4/17/2015 2:42 PM

12

recreational vehicle use areas in Bear Hole

4/17/2015 1:00 PM

13

Spray park

4/17/2015 10:38 AM

14

Non-traditional activities for teens (similar to the fencing class)

4/16/2015 10:55 PM

15

more sidewalks for biking

4/16/2015 8:36 PM

16

larger pool

4/16/2015 5:25 PM

17

Improvements/maintenance to Tom's Launch. Would be great to have a business partner to offer canoe/kayak
rentals, group tours, etc.

4/16/2015 3:41 PM
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Q5 Where in West Springfield would you
like to see additional recreation facilities
and programs provided?
Answered: 84

Skipped: 14

Mittineague
Park

69%

Riverfront
(Westfield)

52%

Riverfront
(Connecticut)

50%

Bear Hole

42%

Mittineague
Park

37%

Cooks Park

23%

Old Tatham Park

17%

Merrick
neighborhood

12%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Mittineague Park

69%

58

Riverfront (Westfield)

52%

44

Riverfront (Connecticut)

50%

42

Bear Hole

42%

35

Mittineague Park

37%

31

Cooks Park

23%

19

Old Tatham Park

17%

14

Merrick neighborhood

12%

10

Total Respondents: 84

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Center Park - move swings/equipment near Colburn School - open side yard to cut through to lathrop.

6/5/2015 10:52 AM

2

Memorial neighborhood

6/5/2015 10:12 AM
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3

soccer field upgrade at Riverfront, teen dances. pavillion

4/29/2015 12:55 PM

4

why is Mittineague listed twice?

4/29/2015 9:50 AM

5

Anywhere, really -- continue winter festival!

4/16/2015 10:55 PM

6

Center neighborhood

4/16/2015 3:49 PM
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Q6 Do you think the following groups have
sufficient recreational opportunities?
Answered: 88

Skipped: 10

Adults

Teenagers

Senior Citizens

Disabled

Families

Preschoolers

Grade School
Children

0%

Yes

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

No

Yes

No

36.84%
28

Adults
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Total

63.16%
48

76

West Springfield 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey
Teenagers

Senior Citizens

Disabled

Families

Preschoolers

Grade School Children
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42.31%
33

57.69%
45

78

33.82%
23

66.18%
45

68

34.43%
21

65.57%
40

61

50.65%
39

49.35%
38

77

67.95%
53

32.05%
25

78

77.63%
59

22.37%
17

76
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Q7 Please list the landscapes, views,
locations, and other outdoor experiences
that you think most symbolize West
Springfield's unique character and the parts
of West Springfield that you would "show
off" to visitors and guests.
Answered: 40

Skipped: 58

#

Responses

Date

1

Improve the rotaries entering WS.

6/5/2015 10:47 AM

2

Town Common, Mittineague Park

6/5/2015 10:41 AM

3

CT & Westfield Rivers Mittineague Park Bear Hole

6/5/2015 10:16 AM

4

Mittineague Park

6/2/2015 1:23 PM

5

Mittineague Park, especially stone bridge area and hiking trail beside the Westfield River

6/2/2015 1:16 PM

6

bear hole

6/2/2015 1:06 PM

7

mittineague Park,

5/19/2015 12:04 AM

8

CT river, town common,

5/5/2015 9:15 PM

9

Bear Hole

5/5/2015 1:12 PM

10

Big E

5/1/2015 7:08 PM

11

water park, eternal flame, high school, elementary school, mittineague park

4/30/2015 12:57 PM

12

Mittenague park, town common

4/29/2015 7:06 PM

13

Town Common, Mittineague Park, Cooks for sledding

4/29/2015 6:02 PM

14

Mittineague Park, Bear Hole, Old Day House, Town Commons

4/29/2015 11:58 AM

15

Use the Elks on Morgan Road for a Soccer Field, Climbing Wall, basketball court. We own the building and the
land, why not use it!!! Not sell it!!

4/29/2015 11:01 AM

16

Mittineague Park

4/29/2015 9:53 AM

17

Clark Field/High school

4/28/2015 6:19 PM

18

New England Trail

4/20/2015 9:34 AM

19

mittineague park area

4/19/2015 7:59 AM

20

None

4/18/2015 8:01 PM

21

Josiah Day House Mittineague Park Big E/Storrowton Villiage the rivers the white church

4/17/2015 9:25 PM

22

New HS, Rivers Edge Park. I like where we live, but ... Mittineague Park is an embarrassment. So much could be
done with it. Embarrassing to have soccer games there...our facilities are poor...other towns have fabulous
facilities for sports, recreation. It is a horrible drive in and out...road too narrow, no lane or path for bikes, walkers,
runners. Looks ugly with places where cars have to get off road to let others pass. Better to have a nice wide
road....and a walking/biking lane or path. Need bathrooms at the fields, too. more than 1 porta pot. The
playgrounds were all improved when my kids were young and it was great! But, I guess now time to improve
them again. I think the skate park was a great addition, too, but not sure how well used or condition now.

4/17/2015 2:51 PM

23

Bear Hole Mittineague Park -Buffalo Mtn -Ski hill -Wstfld river section opposite train tracks

4/17/2015 1:11 PM

24

The stone bridge in Mittineague Park, Santa House in Mitteneague

4/17/2015 1:04 PM
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25

The old white church; Storrowton Village; the town common; the Big E fairgrounds.

4/17/2015 11:30 AM

26

Mitteneague Park is a beautiful area and should have more sources allocated.

4/17/2015 11:29 AM

27

All of Rte 5 along the river of CT that goes into Agawam/Springfield. Memorial Drive would be beautiful with a
street upgrade, plaza upgrade etc. would love to see the small vacant mall near Hofbrauhaus be utilized. Elm St
is also an eye pleaser

4/17/2015 11:14 AM

28

m&m trail, bear hole waterfall, mittineague park river front, festivals on the green

4/17/2015 10:43 AM

29

Bear Hole, Mittineague Park trails

4/17/2015 10:38 AM

30

Town Common Terrrier Dogs

4/17/2015 10:30 AM

31

Mittineague park

4/17/2015 9:33 AM

32

town common, Day House, lower Mittineague Park

4/17/2015 9:15 AM

33

Mittineague Park, Storrowton Village, The Big E

4/17/2015 8:22 AM

34

Parks with other families.

4/16/2015 3:56 PM

35

Mittneague Park

4/16/2015 3:55 PM

36

town common big E

4/16/2015 3:51 PM

37

Mittengue Park is beautiful (thank you for the new playground!) Also, the parks and rec program is excellent.

4/16/2015 3:46 PM

38

Town Common, Mittineague Park and trails, Big E

4/16/2015 3:45 PM

39

Mittenague Park

4/16/2015 3:39 PM

40

Center of town buildings; Mitt Park, Cook Park Sledding Hill, Town Common

4/16/2015 3:36 PM
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Q8 How important is it to conserve the
following community features?
Answered: 84

Skipped: 14

Drinking Water
Sources

Open Space,
Natural/Cons...

Water
Resources...

Wildlife
Habitat

Scenic Areas

Working Farms
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Buildings of
Historical o...

Places of
Historical o...

Farmland

0%

10%

Not Important

20%

30%

Important

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Very Important

Not Important
Drinking Water Sources

Open Space, Natural/Conservation Lands

Water Resources (natural/recreational)

Wildlife Habitat

Scenic Areas

Working Farms

Buildings of Historical or Architectural Interest

Places of Historical or Archaeological Value

Farmland
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Important

Very Important

Total

0.00%
0

27.16%
22

72.84%
59

81

3.66%
3

32.93%
27

63.41%
52

82

2.44%
2

34.15%
28

63.41%
52

82

3.61%
3

40.96%
34

55.42%
46

83

6.25%
5

45.00%
36

48.75%
39

80

7.59%
6

45.57%
36

46.84%
37

79

14.81%
12

41.98%
34

43.21%
35

81

12.50%
10

46.25%
37

41.25%
33

80

9.88%
8

50.62%
41

39.51%
32

81
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Q9 Which open space areas in West
Springfield (public or private and including
rivers) have you and/or your family utilized?
Answered: 84

Skipped: 14

Mittineague
Park

Old Tatham Park

Cooks Park

The Town
Common

Bear Hole
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Bear Hole

0%

Never

10%

20%

Sometimes

Never
Mittineague Park

Old Tatham Park

Cooks Park

The Town Common

Bear Hole

30%

40%

Often

Sometimes

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Did Not Know it Existed

Often

Did Not Know it Existed

Total

4.94%
4

37.04%
30

58.02%
47

0.00%
0

81

41.33%
31

29.33%
22

17.33%
13

12.00%
9

75

25.68%
19

50.00%
37

17.57%
13

6.76%
5

74

15.58%
12

70.13%
54

14.29%
11

0.00%
0

77

35.44%
28

48.10%
38

11.39%
9

5.06%
4

79

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Big E

5/1/2015 7:08 PM

2

Big E

4/29/2015 9:53 AM

3

New England Trail

4/20/2015 9:34 AM

4

I don't know what the choices under #10 mean, so can't really answer. Would have been good to have pop up
with explanation

4/17/2015 2:51 PM

5

Town Common only used for taste of WSide (which we look forward to every year!)

4/17/2015 11:29 AM
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Q10 What actions do you think West
Springfield should take to conserve open
space?
Answered: 76

Skipped: 22

Zoning for
Open Space /...

Community
Preservation...

Conservation
or Agricultu...

Forest Legacy
Program

Promote
Cluster and...

Purchase of
Land

0%

Yes

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

No

Yes
Zoning for Open Space / Conservation

Community Preservation Act

Conservation or Agricultural Restrictions
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No

Total

85.71%
60

14.29%
10

70

86.15%
56

13.85%
9

65

80.60%
54

19.40%
13

67
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Forest Legacy Program

Promote Cluster and Open Space Development

Purchase of Land
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87.10%
54

12.90%
8

62

75.38%
49

24.62%
16

65

68.12%
47

31.88%
22

69
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Q11 If you ever use any of the rivers in West
Springfield, which rivers do you use, and
for what?
Answered: 84

Skipped: 14

Connecticut
River

Westfield River

0%

10%

Fishing

20%

Walking

30%

40%

50%

Boating

Picnics

60%

70%

80%

Swimming

90% 100%

Other

Do not use river

Fishing

Walking

Boating

Picnics

Swimming
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Other

Do not use river

Total Respondents
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Connecticut River

Westfield River

12.35%
10

22.22%
18

19.75%
16

11.11%
9

3.70%
3

1.23%
1

62.96%
51

81

17.86%
15

32.14%
27

14.29%
12

15.48%
13

4.76%
4

0.00%
0

60.71%
51

84
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Q12 What activities would you like to see
made available on the rivers?
Answered: 82

Skipped: 16

Trails

Picnicking

Parking areas

Clean up /
maintenance...

Fishing access

Launching
areas (for...

Swimming

Camping

None

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Trails

65.85%

54

Picnicking

59.76%

49

Parking areas

59.76%

49

Clean up / maintenance services

54.88%

45

Fishing access

53.66%

44

Launching areas (for canoeing, kayaking, boating, rafting)

51.22%

42

Swimming

37.80%

31

Camping

19.51%

16

None

8.54%

7

Total Respondents: 82

#

Other (please specify)

Date
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1

bike path

6/2/2015 1:16 PM

2

Footbridge Rte 20 to Robinson State Park near Westfield/West Spfld town borders

4/20/2015 9:34 AM

3

motorized boat launch. The one at Bondi's Island is so neglected it is basically unusable.

4/17/2015 5:26 PM

4

I am not a water person, but would be nice to have access for use. Camping and swimming would have to be
monitored closely and who wants to swim in the CT river?

4/17/2015 2:51 PM

5

Town should explore grant opportunities or work with CSX to develop foot bridge over tracks in Mitt Park
providing access to Wstfld River

4/17/2015 1:11 PM

6

bike paths, historical W Sfld facts (like Agawam has on the river)

4/17/2015 11:14 AM

7

Partnership with external vendors to offer boat rentals/lessons/trips

4/16/2015 3:45 PM
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Q13 Is there open space, a park, or a
conservation area within a 10-minute walk
from your home that you use?
Answered: 83

Skipped: 15

Yes, there is
open space, ...

There is open
space, a par...

There is no
open space o...

I don't know
if there is ...

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Answer Choices

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Yes, there is open space, a park, or a conservation area within a 10-minute walk from my home and I use it.

66.27%

55

There is open space, a park, or conservation area within a 10-minute walk from my home but I do not use it.

16.87%

14

There is no open space or any parks or conservation areas within a 10-minute walk from my home.

12.05%

10

I don't know if there is any open space, parks, or conservation areas within a 10-minute walk from my home.

4.82%

4

Total

83
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Q14 The term "residential growth" refers to
new housing development. What residential
growth policies do you support for West
Springfield?
Answered: 74

Skipped: 24

Limit the
location of ...

Limit the
number of ne...

Limit the
location of ...

Limit the
location of ...

No changes to
the current...

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Answer Choices

90% 100%

Responses

Limit the location of new houses to more than 200' from any wetland.

62.16%

46

Limit the number of new houses built per year.

59.46%

44

Limit the location of new houses on vista slopes.

44.59%

33

Limit the location of new houses on slopes greater than 15%.

43.24%

32

No changes to the current policies governing residential growth.

13.51%

10

Total Respondents: 74

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Allow new housing, including multi-family

4/29/2015 6:02 PM

2

encourage mult-family and cluster housing. More affordable housing is needed too, Fix up existing stock instead
of building new houses

4/29/2015 9:53 AM

3

Identify wildlife trails and restrict development on those trails

4/20/2015 9:34 AM

4

I would need more information to answer this one, too. I don't know current policies.

4/17/2015 2:51 PM

5

we need to clean up the residential areas that already exist. there are parts of W Spfld that look like the slums

4/17/2015 11:14 AM
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Q15 How long have you lived in West
Springfield?
Answered: 83

Skipped: 15

30+ years

10-19 years

20-29 years

5-9 years

1-4 years

Less than one
year

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

30+ years

42.17%

35

10-19 years

20.48%

17

20-29 years

18.07%

15

5-9 years

15.66%

13

1-4 years

2.41%

2

Less than one year

1.20%

1

Total

83
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Q16 What is your age?
Answered: 83

Skipped: 15

30-49

50-65

Over 65

18-29

Under 18

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices
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30-49

48.19%

40

50-65

26.51%

22

Over 65

19.28%

16

18-29

4.82%

4

Under 18

1.20%

1

Total

83
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Q17 Approximately how many acres do you
own in West Springfield?
Answered: 83

Skipped: 15

Up to 3 acres
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acres

10-19 acres
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Up to 3 acres
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65

None
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13
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3.61%

3
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1.20%

1

More than 20 acres

1.20%

1

10-19 acres

0.00%

0

Total

83
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Q18 What is your gender?
Answered: 83

Skipped: 15

Female

Male
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Female

65.06%

54

Male

34.94%
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Total

83
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Q19 Do you have anything else to tell us
about your thoughts on West
Springfield's recreation and/or open space
opportunities?
Answered: 29

Skipped: 69

#

Responses

Date

1

Make people aware of all of the parks.

6/5/2015 10:41 AM

2

All facilities need more security to counteract vandalism and dumping.

6/5/2015 10:16 AM

3

Not much open space left in WS. Let's preserve what's left.

6/2/2015 1:16 PM

4

Side walks would be nice. Dog parks and a park like community field in Holyoke ( outdoor ice skating rink)

5/5/2015 9:15 PM

5

Elks should be kept for ball fields etc. also make available picnic area.

5/4/2015 3:21 PM

6

public wi fi

4/30/2015 12:57 PM

7

Allow controlled use of Bear Hole

4/29/2015 6:02 PM

8

Would like to see an indoor curling rink built in west springfield. This is an activity that would be great for all ages.
It is becoming more popular, but the nearest ones are over an hours drive from here. Also, the town must be
more aggressive in obtaining open space while it is still available.

4/29/2015 11:58 AM

9

My family fought the Breck Shampoo development of the Aschenbach property off route 20 many years ago.
Please leave some areas undeveloped and natural. Not every space must be a playing field or sports oriented.
Peace, quiet and tranquility are good qualities as well.

4/29/2015 9:32 AM

10

We live near Cooks Park and I sometimes use it for sledding or practice, but I believe that I and others would use
it more often if it were cleaned up more, especially the playground area. Also, Mittneague Park needs a wider
road through the park because the road is not the right size for two cars to pass each other and it would be nice if
a sidewalk was added and/or a bike trail.

4/28/2015 6:19 PM

11

improve sidewalk access..i.e. at least on one side of Birnie Ave

4/21/2015 11:52 AM

12

Preserve the current town lands in the Bear Hole area and limit development adjacent to that property

4/20/2015 9:34 AM

13

both need additional funding with a keen eye towards the future 50 years

4/19/2015 7:59 AM

14

As stated above, there seems to be plenty of birdwatching and tree watching walking trails in our town parks.
While I do NOT agree with the Illegal use of the Bear Hole trails by atv and dirtbike owners, I feel that our town
could benefit by opening up some trails in Mitteneague park to responsible and safe use of motorized vehicles for
families in town who enjoy outdoor motor sports. I believe that a fee could be charged for access to these trails for
either an annual pass, or a day pass for out of towners whom may come to visit. These fees could be utilized to
maintain the trails, as well as patrol the trails to ensure people are riding responsible and NOT tearing up our
parks. If someone were found to be riding irresponsibly, then their pass could be revoked. I also say Mitteneague
park as it does not have as many environmentally sensitive conditions as Bear Hole

4/17/2015 5:26 PM

15

Keep working on improving them and adding new features and facilities. We have this huge park (Mittineague
Park) that we really do not use to its full potential. There is plenty of land to keep some natural and use some of it
for recreation. We need to be sure we have the money and staff to monitor and maintain facilities to ensure they
last and are safe to use.

4/17/2015 2:51 PM

16

Over the last few years the town has limited access to certain open spaces that were once available to
ATV/recreational vehicles. By limiting use to law abiding citizens the potential for illegal dumping and other illicit
activity increases. Bear Hole reservoir should be opened up and developed for use by walkers, runners and
bicyclists. WS officials have an overprotective bias against recreational use of Bear Hole. The area is large
enough to accommodate many uses yet it remains a VASTLY underutilized gem.

4/17/2015 1:11 PM

17

I really think the teenagers in the MIttineague Area need more places to go. They are constantly in the street on
their bikes or skateboards and my family fears someone will be hit or injured. A bike track or trail could greatly
improve this situtation

4/17/2015 12:36 PM
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18

Somehow "improvement" always seems to mean cutting trees. Please refrain. And please kerp Bear Hole and
Mittineague Park as free from further "improvement" as possible. They are the only significant acreages wildlife
has left. Every road, every path, diminishes habitat.

4/17/2015 11:30 AM

19

I am happy with the services P&R provides, but I would like to see funding allocated to improve currently existing
space. All of the playgrounds are in sore need of upgrading (with the exception of cook park). We love to ustalize
Mitteneague Park, but we often drive to Stanley Park to get energy out because there are more climbing
opportunities. Improved child play areas are sorely needed, and picnic/grill areas either by the stream or by the
tennis courts would be a big benefit. Also, there is a ball field in my neighborhood (Tatem Hill) which appear
completely unused. A more informative website would be help with pictures and location descriptions. The play
areas at Tatem Hill School are laughable considering the tax funding the parents of those students provide to the
district, but that is a WPS issue. I am not informed enough on open space conservation policies top weigh in.

4/17/2015 11:29 AM

20

overall i would like to see West Springfield get cleaned up. The town is beautiful but needs some tlc. The roads
are falling apart, city tree's are dying, the over all landscape and scenery is very, very sad. All you need to do is
drive down Memorial, take one of the side streets and take scenic ride where the Tornado hit. W Spfld reminds
me of the old Westfield shop area, it can be saved as Westfield was but if we dont do something soon it will be
the 2nd heart of Springfield

4/17/2015 11:14 AM

21

Close Mittineague Park roads at the small pavilion access point and at intersection of road to Unico/Tatham
fields. Do not allow cars to drive through entire park -- this disrupts tranquility and walkers/hikers/bicycle
enthusiasts. Road to Tatham field is too narrow (trees on edge of road) and does not allow for two-way vehicle
traffic (dangerous during sports season). Please increase parking spaces at large pavilion in Mittineague Park.
Please do not allow cars to park on both sides of Churchill Rd. around the ball fields; this is dangerous for
residents and spectators. Thankful for the recent great improvements to Mittineague Park!

4/17/2015 10:38 AM

22

With the casino coming you need to keep the residents happy and need more farmer's markets as well Other
than a Tues. morn.

4/17/2015 10:30 AM

23

I would like to see Mittineague Park become the jewel of the town similar to Stanley Park.

4/17/2015 8:22 AM

24

Collaborate with high school and library to put on programs in their great new spaces. Do NOT develop Bear
Hole (add trash collection, fix the sign). In the river areas I am too concerned about crime to consider going there
for recreation.

4/16/2015 11:00 PM

25

I think the major roads need sidewalks. Like Birnie ave and Dewey st. Lots of kids walk to the country store and
it's not safe without sidewalks.

4/16/2015 8:40 PM

26

My husband and I would love to see some sort of biking and running path in town. We live off of route 20 and not
a whole lot of places to bike or run safely. We mostly use Forest Park in Springfield or the Westfield/Southwick
rail trail.

4/16/2015 5:39 PM

27

clean it up

4/16/2015 3:51 PM

28

My family moved to West Springfield alpproximately three years ago. A big part of our choosing to live here with
our 3 kids is the excellent schools, the excellent parks and rec program, and the availability of open space and
recreation. Thank you so much for taking the time to make our town the wonderful place it is!

4/16/2015 3:46 PM

29

I do not like any programs that do not leave the town autonomous in their decision making in the future for the use
of our lands and rec areas.

4/16/2015 3:02 PM
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